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TO THE RIGHT WOR- 

SHIPFVL, Wirttitau Haxncoce MAIOR, 

the Worſhipfull Iuſtices and Aldermen his Bre- 
thren,with my Chriſtian countrey men of 
the City of Conentrie, be all grace,mercy, 
and peace, from God the Father, 

' and from our Lord Ictus 


Chriſt, Amen. 


oy: \(= IC Ie bt Wor ſbipfal and my loning Countrey men, 
4 Jv baning ſome occaſion this laſt junmmer, t' tr4- 
A FM [| | 7 S well ap to the City of London: and being there, 
ye \ S* I was tnireattd by a godly friend to beſtow my 
FAIRE | boarron 4 Sabbath day,im preaching at the 
Pariſh Church in which he dwelled : to whom 1 willingly 4- 
greed: Wheyeat, there were ſome, contrary to my knowl: dge 
or prinitie, that tooke the paines 10 take the notes of the Ser. 
mons,and before my departure ont of the City, made mee ac- 
quainted therewithall and ſhewed them into mee © and rea. 
ding part of them, 1 did greatly marnell thereat , and worthy 
4s he Author to be commented for his pammes gud hill, ha- 
wing newer ſcene the like (0 largely taken, by any whatſoener : 


jo carce could 1 finde any word of ſubftance, wherein he (ai- 


'S w” n,certaine of my friends who were bearers thereof, 
laboured with me to commit them 10 the Preſſe : and un hope 


I would ſatisfie their earneſt ſute, ſent downe after mee their 
—_———— ——_—— 
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The Epiſtle DeGlieatorie, w 
taken, tn ſelting the ſame in or dev, and ſome things ( thourh 
not mach) adied, for the more plaine opening of that, whech 
11m: prenented me in the preaching, | bane ſcnt it vp againe 
10 them,t0 uſe at their pleaſure. The which haning by Gods 
heipe finrſhed, 1 doe make bold to Dedicate the ſame to your 
fanonrable view, T be reaſons mouing me thereants, are ſpe- 
cially theſe three: T he fir it us, becauſe of the experience 1 have 
badof diners of your gidly, zeatons, and ſincere lone tothe 
Goſpell. T he ſeconds, being buuind by nature to leaue it 41 4 
teftimony of my wvnfained lone 10 my natine City. T hirdly, 
in regard of the undeſerned kindnes and benenslences I baut 
often receiued from yos. In ſome liew whereof, I thought it a k 
part of my duty to dedicate theſe —_— labour; me you, | 
4s thereby to manifeit my humble thankefulneſſe. Now if any 
cenſorious diſpoſition ſhall ſay that theſe Sermons are too 
meane 19 bee pat im print for this ripe and exquiſite age , 1 
would wiſh them 10 conſider that at the building of the Tem. 
ple, a4 well they were accepted that brought Gotcs haire and 
Rammes slunnes as they that brought Silke, Purple end Skar- 
let. But howener it be, | doe more then hope you will both 
ndly accept ef this from me ,and extextaine it 41 4 teflimony 
of my louing «ffgttron to you al. a 
F he God of all comfort muitiplie his gracious bleſngs wp- 
wo "$7505 al, and grant all peace and proſperity 10 all. 
KY theſe 1hat unſamedly lone and ſeeke the peace 
* ofthe Goſpel.” From my houſe at 
Teardley, the 20. of Dew \ \\ 
cember. 1608, 


Your Worſhipsin all Chriſtian 
dutics tobe commanded, 


- + Tuowuas Hopxins 


a © 
v7 - 


TWO SERMONS. VP- 
ON THE XIL CHAPTER OF THE 


Author to the Hebrewes, the 16. and 
17. verſes thereof. 


Hunnnvvns, 12. 16. 17. 
Let there bee no Fornicator or prophane perſon, as Eſau, 
which for one portion of meate ſold bu birthright- 
For ye know, bow that afterward, whenhe would haze in. 
herited the blefiing bewas reietied : For be found no place to 
Repemtance,though he ſought that bleſſing with teares. 


«w(@Mindenot (beloyedin Chriſt) roſtand 
vpon more circumſtances then I take fit- 
5 ting for the opening of my Text. Al- 
1; though to have fhewed you my fimple 
a: indgement,both'ss touthing the occafi-,, 
on,the Author, the time, and the argument of this Ex 
iftle,coold nor but haue been profitable forſundry re- 
[ : butthen maſt 1 ſpend moretime then is aow- 
ed mezand [ feare I ſhould abridge you ot fome things 
which Lam willing roopervyneo you. Wherefore 0- 
wirtiog all rhefe, knowgou that the Author of this E. vert.;; 


piſtle,baving in the former part of this ,encou- 
raged thempatiently to the crefſe of affli&i- 
ons, aſſuring them tharrhey were noſignes of 


exſ.6, 


A IIIDO Cre; ther 
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2 T he firft Sermon, 
reioyce: from thence hee toan exhortation, 
theſubſtance whereot is, thatto their holy profeſſion, 
they would ioynea godly lite & conuerlation,charge- 
ing them to haue care that nofin might grow amongſt 
them that were profeſſors of the Golpell, calling ir by 
the nameof a Roore of brtterneſſe , becauſe that howloe- 
uer it might bee pleaſantand (weete at the firſt, yer it 
would bring forth bitter fruit at the laſt, The which 
exhortation he entorceth, and therto moueth by three 
ſpeciall reaſons. 

The firſt, becauſe ſuch are caſily to be drawne from 
that gracethey ſeemed to haue,and one raigning ſinne 
would cate it our. 

The ſecond reaſon was, becauſe hereby they would 
be very ({candalousto the weake, and Aprlatacs of rhe 
whole Church. 

Thirdly, becauſe their examples would bee great 
hinderances toothers : yea and more hurt would en- 
ſue by their ill life, then cucr they did good by their 
profeſſion. 

Now in theverles read, he goes on with a dehorta- 
tion,diſlwading them trom iuch vices, as would bring 
a ſcandall torhe Church of God, Amongſt the reſt hee 
ſers downe two: Namely, Fornication and Prophane- 
weſſe , [a the which, wholocuer lives and delights,ſhall 
in theend bring great diſhonour to God,flanderto his 
owne proteſſion,and hurt to his owne conſcience. 

The brſt(I lay )he ſets downe,is Fornication. Whence 
may ariſe this grin : why he names this fin before 
many other,which he might haue named 71 anſwere, 

ly forewo cauſes: The one inregard ofthe 


pro- 
feſlion : the other in regard ofthe perlon. In wag 


5 « 


T he fir Sermon. 5 
the profeſſion, becauſe firſtit diſhonors God : not that 
God will loſe one iotof his honour, though he ſhould 
caſt vs all to hell ; but my meaning is, hee accepts it asa 
diſhonour to him, when ſuch a one that makes protel. 
ſion in mouth,denies the power of itin his life. Asthe 


holy Ghoſt ſha-pely reprehendeth the Hypocritc,ask- "al-5016.17, 


ing him how he durſt be ſo bold as to take his words in 


his mouth, and nottoliue anſwerable to it in his life, 322114 


Secondly, it opens the mouthes of Arheifts, cauſing 
themtoblaſphemethe Goſpell, who are ready vpon 
the leaſt occaſton to ſpeakeeuill of it, and ſuch as pro- 
feſſe itin ſincerity. So alſo in regard of the perſon, be- 
cauſeif hee bee qualified with any grace of SanRifica- 
tion,itwill in time care itour, and gricue Gods ſpirit, 
though noton theſudden;yerit wil bringhim ſolow, 
as the worke of fanRification cannot grow in him. 
Example wee haue of Dawd, who by this was faineto 


crictothe Lord, to creates mew Spirit in himzand had pr gr 20a, 


thought it would haue caſt him out of Gods pre. 
lence, 

Againe, it may bec demanded why the holy Ghoſt 
names not rather Adulcery, then Fornication I an- 
{were : Firſt, weemuſt note that hee doth include it 
hereinand in allotherfinnes of that kinde; Secondly, 
and (pecially, becauſe thoſe to whome hee did write, 
were notall married, but many, andthe moſt part of 
therywereſingle peribns. Therefore names he rather 
the ſinne of Fornicaiontthier Adaltery, leſt the fin- 


gle: poricns might entrutre 22 ad his 


4 \T be fir ft Sermon. 
account of it : butthe holy Ghoſt ſets it downe for a 
gricuous fin; and afin of all ſuch as profeſſe the Gol: 
pell to be abhorred, To which ende he ſets not downe 
an example of a Fornicator, becauſe it was an vſuall 
knownefin, anda ſin ſome men make conſcience to 
ſhun and auoide : buthee ſets downe an example of a 
prophane perlon, and hangs vp the piture ot a pro. 
phane wretch,for a warning to all others. 

In which example, wee are to conſider of three 
things : The firſt is the perſon, whoit was, viz. Eſas : 
a man qualified and commended in the Scripture for 
ſome gitrs of nature,in which | doubt he may goe be. 
yond.,and ſhame many of vs : yet for his prophanenes 
15 recorded as a ſpeRtacle of Gods wrath, and branded 
for a Reprobate. The ſecond is his fat, which was, 
that for one portion of DEER. Of 
which fact wee ſhall hearc morein the opening, being 
like many at this day amongſt vs,whoſcll,and willing- 
y part away with their birthright for vanities. The 
third thing is his rr is threcefolde ; 
Firſt,he is wounded in his conſcience with gricefe and 
ſhame, that hee had no better grace, butro part with 
ſuch a treaſure at ſo bales price. Secondly ,hee labours 
and beſtirres himſclte to ſceke to recoucr it, bur all in 
vaine; for heſeckes to his father, who could not helpe 
him ; but notto God, who muſt have holpen him,if e- 
uer he had had any helpe ar all. The rhird was an vtter 
deniall of mercy,in that hee loſtthe time in which hee 
might haye had it; now all che means he could vie for 
it, would notpreuaile to recouer it againe. Ando fals 


it out with this day, who forlaking the Goſ- 
pellforchepreſentthings thishſe, come to fhetheir 
; exrour 
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errour how lightly they have paſſed it away, which 
wiſh and defire to recouer their former cſtate, but can 
never preuaile, 

Thus much for the opening of the words : the 
fumme wherot is,a dchortati6 trom two horrible ſins, 
of ſuch as liue inthe boſome of the Church,and make 
ſhew of religion in outward profefſion : leſt by forſa. 
king it for the preſent things of this lite,they bee not a- 
ble to recouer it againe, Now let vs come to the inſtru- 
ions that may be gathered hence. 

And yet before come to handlethem, [hold it ve- 
ry profitable to take the courſe oft the Author; namely, 
to begin with the exhortation,whereon the dehortati- 
on is grounded, and thar is,toſtirre vs vp to a holy con» 
uerſation,and to joynewithour proftcthon a holy life, 


without which,as he ſaith before, We /ball newer ſee God Verſ 14. 


to our comfort; and this will makethe reſt more profi- 
table to vs. And though many in this city mightthink, 
or ſhould ſuppoſe it a needlefſe dodrine, yer for my 
* part] take it needfull and ptofitablero deale with you, 
as the holy Ghoſt dealt here with them. In thathec la- 
bours earneſtly to exhort them to holineſſe of life, in 
regard of their profeſſion, wee are to obſerve, tharie 
muſt be a principal careof thoſe who haue taken vypon 
them the proteſſion of the Goſpell, rolabour to ioyne 
a holy conuerfarion therunto. The profeſſion muſt not 
ina m— loucand —_ _ ofthe _ 
but they muſt expreſſeand power 
Potts lives and converſations. A 


a Per.i.s, 


1,Tim6 1. 
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this the Apoſtle Petey labours toexhort thoſe he wrote 
vnto,that with the knowledge of faith in the Golpel,they 
would i99ne vertae,by which he meancs holines of life: 
exhorting that they that beleeue well, ſhould live wel, 
that ſo their lives might beautibe their profeſſion. It 
ſeemes diuers of the Church ſentto Paw/ to know his 
iudgement rouching ſuch ſeruants as were conuerted 
to the Goſpell, how they ſbould behaue themſelues to 
their Infidel! maſters. To this hee ſends an anſwere to 
Timothy, commanding, that being bound to them 
cy ſhould not depart or vie them vnconſcionably, 
butrather to be more carefull in their ſeruice, and to 
vic diligence and faithfulnes to them,that ſorhe name 
of God and his Goſpell,be not euill ſpoken of.A good 
leſſon for ſuch ſeruants in this city as profeſle the Gol- 
pell,and ſerue irrcligious maſters, not heereby to take 
a liberty to bee idle, careleſſe, and falſe in word and 
deed, hut ſo much the rather robe the more carefullin 
their ſeruice, leſt they giue their Maſters occaſion to 
ſpeake evill of the name of God and his Goſpel, 
Now it ſeruants muſt be thus carefull towards their 
maſters that be Arhciſts,how much more then ſhould 
euery one that hath given his hand and name to the 
Goſpell,be carefull, who hath many to ouerlooke him, 
and would be glad ro rakea fmall occaſion to diſcredit 
his profeſſion © There are many reaſons may be added 
to preſſechis doctrine the more ypon our conlciences, 


T he firfl Sermov. 
Apoſtle exhonts them to hauetheir converſation hn 
among the Gentiles that they which ſpeakt exill of then as 4 
enill doers, may by their good wor key which they ſhall ſee,gle- 

rifie Gediathedy of tation By whichall you that be 
Fathers, Mothers, Maſters, & Miſtrefſes are exhorted, 
though you have vntoward fonnes, vataithtull ſer- 
uants, lyars, wearers, yea ſuch as {corne at your com- 
ming to ſermons,and vſe of holy exerciſes in your fa- 
milies,as giuing thankes at meales, prayers, reading of 
ChaprersAcc.y yer ſhould your carriage in your lives be 


ſuch, as _— ſeeing Rl in —_ —_— in 
r dealings, &c, may 


Lows cauſe to praiſe God. Yea.tfeu cuer the Lond call and 
conuert them, they ſhall praiſe God, that they cver 
dwelt in ſuch a family,and that euer they came within 
thy doores. 


The experience heereof God hath ſhewed daily a- Reaſon, 2. 


mongtt vs,of many,who in thcir ſcruice were deriders 
ot holy duties,and ſtopped their cares at the inſtructi- 
ons of their gouernours, yet the Lord having opened 
their cares, and ſoftened their hearts by his word and 
Cberhe have ſo praiſed God for his mercy to _ 
their parents by whom they were be 
borne, heencebers deare to them int | 
as their maſter and miſtreſſe,in whole Chriſtian family 
were conuerted, 
feſſion. The y_ —_ _ moor 
our T the 
Atheiſts to flander and diſcrediathefame. One 
phane Goſpeller doth more harme in the Church, 
thenen hundred Atheiſts, , ſaichthe Prea- 


8 T be fir Rl Sermon, 


Yea, onedead flie will purrific a whale boxe of 4 
ment, wheras athouſand falling into a barrell of 

will do no fuch harme : So the Goſpell is ſo precious a 
thing, that the cuill example of one our doth 
more harme to it,then the example of many Atheiſts; 
a thouſand drunken companions never diſcredit the 
Goſpell ſo much as one that profeſſeth well, and li. 
ucth ill. 

For it is nota thing common amongſt vs,that when 
men ſeea profeſſor commirany finne {yea though of 
infirmiry,and of weakneſle, with no tolhucin 
1t)do but marke how they preſenily labour to diſcre. 
dir,not ſo much the perſorr of the man, as his profeſſi- 
on. Porare not thoſe theirvery words © See, theſe are 
our profefſors and holy men hee is wiſe that will be- 
leeve what they ſay : here is a profeſſion indeed. Yes 
rhey wil nat ſticketo curſe the very booke ot God,and 
blaſphemehis Goſpell. Therefore ifyou will bee pro- 
feſfors, looke to your ſhops, 6, pppriantie, Ids 
ring houſes, your weights and if you bee 
faulty in theſe, you will bring more — to religh- 
on,then ever you didgood with your outward protel- 
fion, 


Reaſon.;. The third reaſon is becauſe by yourioyning an ha- 
ly life coa holy profeſſion, it wil gaine comfort to your 
conſcience,eſpecially in the time of the departure out 
of this world: An example wee have of Ezechias, who 
| the metlage of death, is (aid to turne 
mind of his integri- 
comfort. Yea, iewill 
'o} 4he reea(gees of 


—_ — 
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worldly things, when he is ptivie that hee doth leade 
a vicious and wicked life, and in danger of Gods 
wrath £ | 
Now let vs ſee what vices we areto make ofthis do- 7/7,r, 
Qrine. And fuſt it may op the mouthes of our aduer+ 
laries the Papilis,who fallly charge vs that wee reach 
doarines of liberty to fin, andthat the fumme of our 
docrines is, re io-Chtiſt, itisno 
matter how he li beloucd, [ appeale ro yout 
owne con(ctences, how true this is,whenwereach that 
an outward. protcihon { {ceme it never fo fandtified ) 
without a holy life, is odiousin G - And wee 
rerurne the doctrine of liberty vponthemſclues. For 
be not a doqtine eb hiceniouiocle,to reath ahatigno- 
rance isthemother of n= agree 
may diſpence with, it newer 
hainous; that allaw the Stewes cuen ac their Pope 
noſe, for. the nouciſhing-of 'whoredoine: _—_s 
teach, that alltheirveniallfiones/25 theytermetbern 
are = away aad forguen by knocking themmſelues 
on ebreaſl, andby {aying, God nr pars 21 
mee, &c. | of +1131» blon 
_ Itthiswere rruc, andibis | d rexfirine, 
who would aake pm rg 2 7 
eg "5. bogey aredadrinegot diuels, 2nd hee 
that hath noF care 20 joype anboly lite toagrhalybe- 1c, 
leefe,halone day withthe | 4 
parongas, be gal 


wor G 4.3 | Goſpel 


g2ilyron liv: con 


Pie. 


ler.9 4.13. 
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Golpell them, to hauc careto frame their lives 
anl thereunto. And this muſt bee eſpecially 
three waies. The firſt, in their words and ſpeeches, 
which muſt bee ſuch as may cither conney to 0- 
draw good from others. Secondly, in their 
workes,and that not onely in their places, bur 
Magiſtrate, 
Ez wry « oy Seruant,&c. The 
6,incheirrecreations,being careful they vic law- 
Fl hes Jody As you that bee Gentlemen in 
yout bowling, ſhooting, hawking, hunting : which 
hem they brolenfellcracions, yercharyon take 
mokingen TEE LD 
a 
el fodes ſerucs to 


vpon them the holy 
- ara arr oarns ytoepdennr vote 
this City, and ro this in which are afſcmbled 
fuch as make ſhewofloue rothe Goſpel : Anſwere me 
in _ — 
A £ do your lives anſwere profeſſion * is 
— , to murther, et wed, run and take 
hold of the homesof oy Altar © Nay,with the Tewes, 


, &c. and io come 


tofweare, lie fteale, com 
wad Prnelc0 this bene before me, faith the Lord no more 
willzhe Lordallow either of your Bibles vnder your 


armes,or prayers in your families, nor run- 
ningoner Sermons,fyour lues be norreforme. 


have taken 
of Chriſt Tefas, yetin 


The frf# Somes. it 


your countiag-houſes, your houles , your chambers 

will condemne you. For | appeale this day to many of 

[ you that heare mee, whether the Lord may not 

lay to you,as he faid by the mouth of his Prophet Aſs = 

cah : Are yet the treaſarts of wickedwe(ſe in the bouſe of the >#ab 5.19, 
wicked and the ſcant meaſure that 15 aborunable ? So lay [ 


bed, his gowne, his axe, 
Fiuciithou by bribe 
inthy thoppe, 
y thon take on thee 
the holy profeſhon of the Goſpell - I tell thee, all thy 
hearing of the Word, receiving the Sa 
craments,acc abhorred of God, 

Inthe time of the Law,nonemight offer the blood 
of dog ora [winc yet they were both like the blood 
of a Lambe : and though the one was accepted,yet the 
other was abhorred, So lctall thy ourward proteſſion 
lecme never {0 holy, yetnot joyned with a holy con- 


Mat. c.46, 


Iz The fo if Sermon. | 
come to Church in che morning, and heare 2 Sermon, 
& make a ſhewot louingholy exerciſes * Oh this likes 
them well , but this likes not the Lord: tor he accounts 
them hypocrites and diſſemblers. Yea theſe arc th 
that. do more hurt ro religion 2nd proteffors, with their 
running after Preachers, witty thert carying of Bibley, 
with their holy proteſtations; andtherr hues odious, 
then the common drunkard,w vlurer,&c, 
There1s nothing more odious in Gods fight,then that 
may-that carries the Lampe of and drenieth 
and dilgraceth it by an vnholy life, I ende this poine 
with the ſaying of our Saviour to his Diſciples,and in 
them,vnto all thac rake on them the profeſſion of his 
name : Let your light ſo fbime before men, that they may (re 
your good works, aug glorifit your Father that it in heanen, 
Ando macti for the generall doctrine drawne from 
the Apoſtles dealing with the Hebrewes. Now it fol- 
avitis inthe Text; 

.. Letibere bows Fornicator, ou heard before that theſe 
words containe a dehorration'from ſuch vices, as hee 
knew would bring a ſcandal torhe Gofpell ; whereof 


; heſcrs downerwo ſpecial! finhes the firſt is here For. 


nication. The reaſuns wherefore hee ſers this downe 
were before ſhewed vntovs. As alſo we heard why he 
fersdowne this ſinne, rather then the fin of adultery, 
being a ſinne of an higher degree, Then irrefteth wee 
| welcarne hence : which is, in that hee la. 
or draw them from this finne of forni- 
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mceſt, vhoredome and all of that kinde. 

I: is t00 true, that many profeſſing the Goſpell,make 
alight account of fornication: oh they take it buta 
ticke of youth, Andirmay be one reaſon of the Apo. 
ſtles dehorting or drawing them from this fin, being 
of like account amongſt them. Bur howlocuer they or 
wee make light account of it, yet the-holy Ghoſt ac- 
counts it a grieuous finne, eſpecially amongſt ſuch as 

ofeſſe the Golpell. For hee [peakes not ro Atheiſts, 

tto Chriſtians, and ſuch as had taken on them the 

ofcſhon of Chriſt Ieſus and his Goſpell.So I,know- 
ing that preach to ſuch as profeſſe Chriſt, and our- 
wardly make aſhew of loving both him and his word, 
dchort and draw you from the finne of fornication, be- 
ing no {mall or light finne, bur an odions and gricuous 
finne.l tell you,a man or womanthar haue given their 
names to Chriſt, and laid their hands to the.plow of 
the Goſpell,& yerliuein fornication or adultery.&c. 
doe live in a wofull and fearefull eſtate. And thatthis 
finne is 2 great finne, ſpecially of profeſſors, wee may 


ſee by the words of the Apoſtle to the Corinthians, ; Cores. 


who ſaith, Be not deceined ;, neither fornicators, nor idola- 
1011,ner aduiterers nor wantons mor buggerers, nor theenes, 
mor conrtons nor drunterds nor ratlers nor extortioners [hal 


Reaſen.1, 


1.Theſ{.4.3. 
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done,ifit had been a finne of light account. The like 
you (hal reade in his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, where he 
hauing exhorted them to holineſle of life, labours ro 
draw them from ſuch vices as would hinder this work 
of God in them , amongſt which, hee begins with the 
finne of fornication. And this he doth ſo much the ra- 
ther, in thatit was ( of many )not counted a (in of any 
great reckoning. And ſo howſoeuer many account it 
a light fin at this day, yet know you it is a hainous (in, 
and moſt gricuous in Gods fight, 

I would not wiſh any of you to thinke, that 1 doe 
aime at any one particular man, (for itis well knowne 
I am but a ſtranger, and God is my witneſle, before 
whom we doe ſtand,I iudge reuerently of you all) but 
in diſcharge of my duty and conſcience, I labourto 
ſhew youthe borribleneſle of the finne of fornicati- 
on,and all other of that kind. The reaſons to preſlce this 
dodrine our conſciences,arc diucrs, 

The firſt reaſon is, becauſe hee that takes pleaſure in 
this finne, carries the marke of a reprobate. For as it is a 

inciple in nature,to frame our actions tothe wil and 
liking of our friend , fo is ita principall property of 
Gods child,co frame his will-to the will of God : and 
contrariwile a great ſigne of a wicked man,to frame his 
actions to his owne liking. Nowot all ations, a ſpecial 
and principall one is, to and poſſeſſe our bodies 
in chaſtity,according as the Apoſtle exhorts the Theſ- 
falonians, telling them, that it they will frame their 
liucs tothe will of God, they muſt abfaint from (orni- 
caten , and know bow to poſſe fje their weſſell is bolaweſſe and 


Keofen.2, Abenlotinhuncthy heauabpmnining 


_ 


ſnares, and ber hands a1 bands : He that is 
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this ſinne, there isa kind of worſhip doneto the dinell. 
Shal | take(faith the Apoſtle) the members of Chrift, and *<*415 
nuke them the members of an harlot * Now an harlot is a 
member of Satan,fo that he thar proſtrates his body to 
an harlot, doth proſtrare irtto the divell. 

A third reaſon is, becauſe itisa fio which the Lord xeaſen.;. 
ſpecial'y reſerues to be puniſhed by himſelfe : Itisre- 
corded by the Author to the Hebrewes, who faith, Bag Hebe 1 3.4. 
whoremonger: and a1nlterers God will iadge. And the rea- 
ſons heercot may bee ſpecially theſe two. T he former, xe. ſon.r, 
becauſe the whoremaſter and fornicator are growne to 
ſuch a cunning,as wofull experience ſhewes : The fa- 
ther he gers a child, and the ſonne mult rake it on him: 
The maſter he gers a baſtard, & the ſeruant muſt mar- 
ric her,to blind the world withall. But let them know, 
though they can hide itfrom the world, and auoid the 
puniſhment of man, yet mn cannot hide itfrom God, 
who will be reuenged,and feuerely puniſh ir. 

The ſecondreafon is, becauſe it goes fo light away Keaſon.2, 
vnpuniſhed by the Magiſtrate, thertore the Lord bim- 
ſclte will rake it into his owne hands, who will not let it 
poc vnpuniſhed. Yer Godand your conſciences doe 

ow how {mall account you make of this finne, 

A fourth reaſon to diffwade vs from this fin, is, be. K14ſ0n.4. 
cauſe it brands him that lives in it for an hypocrite, 
though he make never ſuch ſhew of religionourward:- 
ly. This the Preacher ſhewes, when he ſaith, f#d 7 fnde 
more bitter then death the woman whoſe heart #6 as nets and 
before God, 
ſhalbe delnered from hey but the be taken by ber, 
(1 pray yourcade it, and note irwell) vsto vn- 


being good before meant 4 
C3 


Vſe.1, 


Reaſons, 


with this Ginne, that they labour in prayet to God to 
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ſound fincerereligions many whom the. Lord will (0 
preſcrue,that thongh he may bee overtaken with this 
fianc, yer ſhall he not line and delightia it. And hence 
wee ſee, why the Lord permits ſo many harlotsin the 
land, becauſe there are ſo many hypocrites amongſt 
vs 


A fifth reaſon is, becauſe it isa fin that plucketh the 
iudgementot God on the land,zs the Prophet Jeremie 
ſaith,that Adultery will canſe che land 18 monrne, and as 
Hoſea laith,T be Lord hath a controuerſie with the Land : 
a capital finne was,becauſe there was whoring commit- 
ted therein. And for expericnce we need butlooke on 
this City,on which the Lord continueth one ofthe ar- 
rowes of his wrath, I meane the plague and peſtilence, 
Know ye that Whoredome is a capitall fin that prouokes 
the Lord. For this (in is a ſpeciall meancs to pul downe 
the wrath of God, to ſend and continue this kind of 
puniſhment. So that when you heare the plague en- 
creaſe in your city, you may thanke the whoremongcr 
for it. 

A ſixth reaſon is, becauſe the Fernicater is fit for no- 
thing butfor hell, hee is neither fit for God, nor for 
himſelfe,nor forthe land. Not for God, for all hee 
doth is accurſed : yea, his very prayers he makes,it hee 
make any. Not for himſclfe , for thereby he conſumes 


his body,and waſterh bis goods, and haſtens beggery, 
orſon and vntimcly end vpon himſclte. Not 
fit for the land, for he haſtens & procures Gods wrath 


and heavie ure againſt it, 
..»The thu doctrine. 
Firſt, it ſerves for a warning to ſuch as bee tainted 


ke. 


T he firil Sermon. 17 
worke 2 deteſtation of it in their hearts : and to take 
heed ofthe Hailot ;for ſhe will nor lezue thee, till ſhee 
hauc gotthe blood of thy ſoule : yea, 25 Salemer faith, p,,,. .». 
Her Gheſt1 are i the depth of hell, meaning they are as 
ſure to goeto hell,except they repent, as it they were 
there already. Remember, yet God offers grace, yea, 
this day I ſtand here as Gods Miniſter,toentreat thee, 
as thou haſt any loue to God; any teare of his ivdge- 
ments,any hope toappeare before Chriſt leſus with a- 
ny comfort, at the day of iudgement,or any care to be 
ſaucd,to get out of this in betimes, elſe be ſure in time 
it will bring thce ro damnation. 

A ſecond vic hereof (eruesto reproue ſuch as make 77. 2. 
light account of ir, and count it buta tricke of youth. 
Oh vile forlorne wretch : Is it but a tricke of youth to 
have heauen gates bolted againſt thee? Isit buta tricke 
of youth to pull Gods wrath on thee Is it but atricke 
of youth to bea Fornicator?l tell thee ſuch trickes will 
tricke thee ro hell, if they bee not preuented by repen- 
tance 2 O fir, ſayes ſome, [ haue fatisfhed the Lord,and 0443. 
done my penance in open Church, amongſtthe con- 
gregation.For an{were : Bur tell me haſt thou ſatisfied 4», 
God by repentance ? haſt thou runne to him, and en- 
treated him in Chriſt Icſus to bee latished * I tell thee, 
penance inthe Church will not keepe thee out of hell, 
till Gods anger be appealed : and it is only Chriſt that 
muſt appeaſe him :andit muſt be faith andrepenzance 
in thee,that muſt be the meanes to obraineit; 

Others obie4.I meane to marry hergand foro make 041477. 
her amends.For ani thou doeſtmeane ſo, [ 
denie not but it is a hero be (ot 1, (@, 
But yet tl there have binrepenrance oy 

114u6 3 | 
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Vie. 1, 
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for this grievous finne, Gods wrath, and Gods curſe 
will follow thee atthe heeles. Yea,l ſay turther,that af- 
ter thou haſt married her,till there bee a reconciliation 
berweene God and thee, ll the time thou haſt liucd in 
marriage,thou baſt hued a Fornicator. 

Is there any here who are priuic in their conſciences 
they haue abuſed their bodies with their wives before 
the ſfolemnizing of the Wedlocke, arid entrance into 
that holy ordinance and couenantof God? haſtthou 
repented * haſt thou bin grieued from thy heart * then 
no doubtthou haſt obtained pardon. But if thou haue 
felt no gricfe, no ſorrow, no humbling, noteares, but 
made account all is well,and healed by marriagezknow 
thou, and know thou againe, God will one day call 
theeto a new reckoning, and will take vengeance on 
thee in the depth of hell, 

A third vie heereof is,to ſuch Magiſtrates as bee put 
in truſt for the puniſhing of this (inne, that they looke 
vnto it better then they have done, and that they I-rit 
not go {© (lenderly puniſhed, or not puniſhed at all, as 
many of them doe. It is to bee lamenred at this day, to 
heare what winking and what bribing theres to main- 
taine this finne, Yea,it is to be feared,that there be ma- 
ny French-hoods and veluet coates maintained by 
this finne, Yea, expcricnce doth ſhew vs, (and by ex- 
perience Lipcake it,) how ready many will bee toride 
and runneto luſtices of peace,& Eccleſiaſtical] courts, 
to ſpeake,and tocountenance out a common Fornica- 

tor,and an adulterer ; when the ſame parties in cafe of 
dbnetoan honeſtman, will nor ſet their foot 
out of the doores. to ſpeak a word todo him any Toke 
Can thc Lord torbeare long to puniſh vs, whe this fin 
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amongſt other ſannes,cries loud in the Lords eares for 
vengeance ? No,no,as the Prophet ſaith, Hee will wife 
for theſe things, and bu jouie will bee amenged pon ſuch 4 


Nation, 


Or prophane perſon,as Eſau, Now followes the other Text, 


finne,he deborts and drawes them from; which is Pre. 
phaneneſſe. And becaule there were divers did make 
light account of it,and many others that did not know 
what is mea lets downe an example of a man ha- 
ted oft God ce he was borne,and being dead, is, as 
it were hung vp for a ſpectacle tor all prophane men to 
looke on,ſcr out in the booke of Geneſis, the 25.27.28, 
Chapters. 

And hence, before wee proceed to the opening of 
the ſtory,we are toobleruc longerthing, in that the ho- 
ly Ghoſt (ers. before vs the example of a prophane 


man. A principall end and drift why the holy Spirit of p,&.z, 


God (crs before vs examples inthe old Teſtament, as 
wellas in the New, is not ſo much that men ſhould 
reade them as ſtories,or therin {ee the ſeuerity of God 
to others : but tur ſpectacles and examples to vs,that 
wee ſhould take heed of their fins, that moue the Lord 
to lay ſuch puniſhments vpon them. The Apoſtle to 
the Corinthians, having ſet downe the rebellion of 
the Iraclites, together with their puniſhmenr,preſent- 
ly rels the cnd and vie of ſuch examples, which was his 


{cuerity to them, and to bee warnings taVvs, 8g appea- 1.Cor.2.4.2%, 


reth in the elcucnth verſe. So the Apoſtle avaerets ve, 
that Sadome and Gomorah, & the citiesaboerthem, 


which the Lord deſtr Ach, 
were, and are fer torth for a and example to 
all bltby and bealtly axinded men. 


119 . ae” 


Gen 4. 


Gen. 7. 


Numb.1is. 
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thereis a people vypon theearth,ſo long that the Lord 
ſet downe in Scripture examples of his wrath, to fore- 
warnethem of the like ſeuerity againſtthem. 

And wee ſee, that divers for ſome horrible offences 
are hung vp in chaines,not onely to ſhew the kings (c- 
uerity againſt them, or for men to ſtand gazing vpon 
them, but tor warningsto all his ſubies totake heed 
they runne notinto the like offence, leſt they incurre 
the hikepuniſhment. And therfort for murtherers, the 
Lord hath as it were, hung vp Cain, for prophaneneſle, 
Eſau , for murmurers againſt God and his Miniſters, 
he bath propoſed Corah, Dathan,and Abiram; Indas,to 
all Traitors ; Lots wife, for all Apoſtataes. Theſe and 
many more are (et forth for examplesto vs. Theſe and 
many more,are not pictures of Godsanger,only hung 
yp to bee gazed vpon, butto warne vsby their exam- 
ples,of theirfinnes. 

There are diners reaſons to bee ſhewed of this Do- 
Qrine, bur in that my rime is ſo neere ſpent, I will con- 
tent my ſelfe with one, which is : Becauſe God is not 
mutable,buttheſame Godto vsas to them, and as he 
hath left them for examples ro vs, ſo he can leaue vs for 

examplesto others. It hee doth nor,wee are the more 
bound to him,and notto abuſe his patience and long 
ſuffering to vs, but rather to meet him in time by re. 


tance... 
" Tbevſſereof ſerves toteach vs what viſe we ſhould 


makeinreadingebec tories of Gods indgements vpoa 
athersin thebooke of God: norſo much to wonder 


no berter or toadmirethe 

cry ot the Lon gut bor mri 
t $a 

. . our 


ſeucrity 
gur ſclaes,andto (ayinourheans ; 
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outto warne me, to teach me,that if I commit thelike 
finne,I may feare the like puniſhment, or worſe, 

Which reproues ſpecially rwo forts of men at this :. Sort, 
day : The ones ſuchas in reading diuers chapters of 
the Lords iuſt iudgement againſt diucrs nations,citics, 
Kings, Pricſts, men, women, children, for tlicir fiancs 
committed againſt him,make light account of them, as 
ititno whit concerned them, though their conſcien- 
ces condemne them of the like ſinne. They reade the 
ſtoric of 'Eſa#, and of Gods wrath againſt hin for his Gen.+7, 
prophaneneſle yet though they know in their hearts 
they {ct moreby their pleaſure then by preaching ; by 
theirgaine,then by godlines;by their poutage,then by 
religion;yet it neuer ſo muchas moues them at all. $0 
againe, how many do readethe ſtory of Lots wite, who Gen.rg.a6. 
for her looking backe was turned into a monumentof 
Gods anger, yct themſelues are privic of the decay of 
their firſt loue, and with Demas haue embraced the 
world,and yet are no whit diſmayed at all £ Looke vp- 
on her all you that are priuie to your {clues and guil 
of backſliding in your zcaleand loue to the Golpell, 
Shee was turned intoa pillar of fait, and remaineth a 
_ of Gods vengeance for all ſuch as thou art, 

hee was turned into a durate ſubſtance, and without 

ſpeedy repentance, hee will turne thee intoa heauie 
iudgement,and that is hardneſſe of heart, which is har- 
der then ſalt , for it is the pl1gue of all plagues. 

You then that of religious ſeruants are become irre- 
ligious maſters : you that are priuie toyour 
10. 20. 30 yeeres agone you were more and 
zealous in Gods worſhip, and now are decayed and 
cold, looking backe Am and __—_ 

vw 


2. Sort, 
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world, looke on Lets wife: ſhee, as it were, hangs in 
chaines for a wofull ſpectacle ro behold. Lether mouc 
youro labour to recouer that you have loſt, leſt the 
Lord make you ſpeRacles to others, as ſhee is made a 
ſpeacleroyou. And tor this city and others is Ieru- 
falem in the Scripture to be a perpetuall example : her 
ſpeciall fins were pride, contempt of Gods word, and 
abuſe of Gods Prophets. Her doome is recorded for 
England,and for thee London, whoſe pride is as great, 
it not greater then cuer hers was. And for whoſe con. 
tempt and abuſe of Gods Miniſters, itis a wonder the 
Lord (mites notrhe land. 

Let vs all then hereafter in reading ſtories of the 
Lordsiudgements on others,make them examples and 
warnings for vs : elſe to make account, the ſame God 
that was reuenged on them, will notlet vs eſcape. 

The ſecond fort that this dotrine reproueth, are 
ſuch,as in ſerting their childrento reade in the Lords 
booke, they heare the ſtorie of Zavs drunkenneſle, of 
Damids adultery,ot Peters deniall, and thereby they do 
bleſſethemſclues, and ſtrengthen and comfort their 
hearts: yea they haue| to alleagethem as exam- 
ples tocxtenuate their finnes. Am I a drunkard * {0 
was that good man Zer. Am 1 an adulrerer, faies ano- 
ther? ſo was that man after Gods owne heart, Danid, 
Shall I deſpaire of my (aluation, faies the wicked perſti- 
ſter in ſinz&T reade, the theefe repented on the croſle, 
and found mercy at the laſt houre? O vile wrerch 
who hath d you to peruert Gods word to 
OOOENgS ned as to poyſonthyfoule. 

theirrepentance : Lee fell of infirmity, and 
novoubtrepened with mpck griefe + peg jooke vpon 
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Gods judgement vpon that inceſtnous ſeed. Looke 
vpon Daaid; reade the 38. Plalme, it made him goe 
crooked ; his fins were «s fremm bus bones, he had not a 
_ day to his death, but the griefe of tus ſinnes made 
im to rare out, Thou wouldelt bee loth to buy thy (in 
as hee did. And as for the example of the theete : firlt, 
the Lord knocked bur once, by one ſermon,and here. 
pented: but thou haſt had many ſermons,and haſt had 
many callings and cryings to thee, yer repented nor. 
Secondly,this is an extraordinary example, andthere 
is not thelike in all the Scripture againe. And the end 
is, that thereby wee ſhould neither d:{paire nor pre- 
{ume : one, that wee ſhould not deſpaire,and but one 
that we ſhould not preſume. This example is for all 
penitent ſinners, who . theirrepentance ray al- 
ſurethem(clucs the Lord will receiue them to mercy. 

Now it thou canſt promiſe to thy leife the fame re- 
pentance and faith in Chriſt that hee had, then maieſt 
thou promile thy (elfethe lame tclicity hce now en, 
ioycs. 

But looke thou on his fellow, who had no grace to 
repent,and who hangs as an exampleto all impenitent 
wretches to looke vpon: that they deſpiſe notthe mer- 
cy of God,nor reiet his cal by vs:leſt it come to paſle, 
that when thou wouldeſt repent, thou canſt not. To 
thee that doſt ſtrengthen thy ſelfe in thy finne, vpon 
preſumption of mercy to other, I referre thee tothe 


words that the Lord himſelfe ſpeakes, Deut. 29.19.20. Deut.29.19-10 


He that when he heareth the words of the curſe, bleſſeth him- 
felfe in hu heart, ſaying : 1 (ball bawe peace,1 [do walke 
according to the « of bis owne heart , thus ad. 
ding drankenwe([e ts thi A 
- Vis 
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unto bim, but the wrath of the Land, and bi icloaſie ſhall 
ſmok: againit that man, and entry car ſetbat i written in this 
ooke, ſhall light pon him,cxc. 
Lookethou on this and the like threatnings of God 
againſt ſuch as ſtrengthen theic hearts in their linne, 
Thus much at this time, being loth robe overtrou. 
blelomegreterring the reſt till evening Prayer, 
Let vs pray tor a bleſſing vpon that wee baue been 
taught, 


w 
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OND- 
SERMON, 
HuzR. 12. 16, 17+ 


Let there bee no Fornicator or prophane perſon, as Eſau, 
which ſer ene portion,C5c. 


GO) we haue heard in the forenoone ( belo- 


7 ved in Chriſt) the ſumme and drift the 


=V holy Ghoſt aimes at, which is a certaine 
(22) 5 dehortation , therein diſlwading cucry 

- == * good Chriſtian from rwo great vices, 
which heecals by the names of the rootes of bitterneſſe ; 
which arc, Fornication and Prophanene(ſe. 

Otthe one we haue ſpoken:it now reſteth we (peak 
of the other vice hee difſwades them from. Andbe- 
cauſeI ſuppoſe the moſt of you were preſent in the 
torenoone, I will not ſtand to make any large /xepeti- 
tion of that which was then handled, butonely of fo 
much as may make a better preparation1to thatwhich 
ſhall be now deliuered. 

Yoo muBooteghg the holy Ghoſt in bis dehorta. 
tion from this ſinne of Prophanencſſe, prropounds E/«v, 
the elder fon of /ſaac, for an, example : and” bavingiet 
downe the vic and end, oy So 6 ut 


readingot ſuch examples 


Gods ſeycriry in Saip- 
D; wIr, - 


Gen.319.41- 
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ra mag ry 15 ge of God in vine, by ei- 
ther lightly them,as making no vie at all, or 
elle x rd h_ ſtrengrhen themſclucs in their 
the example ofthe Lords mercy on others ) 
wee proceeded no further in the morning. Now I 
com tv thir which followeth, whichis, the perſon 
that is (crforth as anexample to all prophane men. It 
iS Eſa#,,as you hancheard,the eldeſt lonne of Iſaac. 
And this may ſceme very ſtrange, that Eſas ſhould 
be a man hated of God betore he was borne, and that 
he ſhould bee hung vp as an example to all prophane 
men to take warning by. Firſt,he was honourably def- 
cended, tor 4br«aham was his Grand-father, and /ſa«c 
was his father. Secondly, hee wasa man whom God 
had bleſſed with great richcs,and one of the wealthieſt 
in all the countrey. Thirdly,we doc reade of greatblc(- 
fings to his poſterity, for of him came fourteen Dukes, 
and were in great account, Yea further, if yee reade in 
the booke of Genefis, of his carriage and behaviour, 
ou ſhall find ke had digers good morrall vertues and 
inde parts in him, and ſuch as (I am in doubt) many 
of vs come ſhort of,and yer perlwade our (clues to bee 
good Chiiſtians, 
-- Firſt, you have not read of a more loving, kind, and 
gentler ſor ro his father,then he was : and his father a- 
oucd him dearely, and more dearely then hee 
id 1acob,Secondly, how kinde was hee to his brother? 
whothough he went with a full to have ſlainc 


ney > =O 
necke and kiſſed him : yea,his kindnes was fuch 
to his father, chat of his 


miriopotorwthila dre, dn  himburcd, 
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and laid him in his graue, yet weercade nm bunde] 
for a caſt away, 
Againe, was he a couetous man 7 Truly. 
appeare in the ſtory when — 
who offering him a great 
teſtiog he had enougb : C awbich did _— void 
of couctoulneſle. Was he proud * _— tor 2s we 
reade, when his brother and he could no longer dwell 
together, hee in courtefte gaue place to his yo 
brother. What was his inne? washeea 
adukerer,an viurer © we donot readethat he did live 
in any of theſe groſle fins. What then was his fie Hee 
was a prophane man,and therefore hated of God,and 
ſet vp for a (peacletoall theworld, 
From whence we may obſetiic tor our inſtruction: Delt.g, 
Howlocuer a man may baue many temporat bleſſings, 
and morral vertues, yerbeing a prophaneman, it is not 
only ſufficient to bring ſeuere puniſhments vpon him, 
but he carries 2 principall brand ofa caſt aways 1 ſays 
| — marke it) though a man be come of amoſt 
onorable deſcent, though kind and duntullto his pa- 
rents; though rich and wealthy in regard of rhethings 
of this life : yea,though he be contented, and bee very 
humble outwardly;yet it he be prophanc,be mdycar- 
ry the very brand of a Rewobiate. So thatiris oneotthe 
greatelt (innes in the worid robce prophaneand intel 
gious : yea, many Papift (1 mcane the 
norant Paput)are im. betrex.cale the's | 
Noe that | reach that one/thal} 
own religion: tar as | 
s but one true way by 


» Gew-33.3.g; 
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in ing of vs toGod in Chriſt, And1I grant 

wu Papiſt is not in the right way, for 
otherwaies,and depriucs himſelte of the righ- 


teoulnes of God in Chriſt,going about to eſtabliſh his 
ewneinuentions. And further,they bee 1dolaters,and 

T: and ſtones,the worke of mens hands, 
therefore cannot looke to bee ſaved inthis way. Yet 
I fay, there is more hope that God will ſhew mercy 
vntothem,then toa prophane perſon : becauſe they 
docitof1 zhe of preſumption : which cauſed 
Peter to tel the Tewes that they were capable of mercy, 
becauſe they did it of ignorance, 

And this muſt moue vs to hope wel of many of pur 
Anceſtors, wholiuedand died inthe time of Poperie, 
who no 'donbe would not hae fo belecued, it they 
had knowne it, not tohaue been the truth which they 
profeſſed. But the prophane perſon cannot bee igno- 
rant, but that hiscourle of life is finne, therefore more 

bHech ignorant perſons, then of the prophane 
Atheiſt. It is not moral vertues, ciuill honeſtic, kindec 
natures,thatis the way to heauen. Nay, a man with 
theſe may bea miſerable man, except he be ſanificd 


with religion. 
hold (as the Papiſts falſly charge vs) 


Wee 
that good workes are needlefie to ſaluation. For wee 
both know and teach, that faith without good workes 
is: deady and it is a ſhame if Chriſtians exceed not 
worldlings: yer weday,thatal moral vertucs in aman, 
| | to ſaluation, and as 
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freno better then {wine. Exampleof Nicodemmns, who !«h.;.3. 


was accounted 2 moſt honeſt man inthe world, an 
right dealer,a common frequenter of the Temple, li 
berall tothe poore, &c. yet our Saviour told him, it 
was not his kind nature,nor his morall vertues, nor his 
ciuill carriage would bring him to heaven, except hee 
were regenerate and borne anew : that is,except there 
were another nature wrought in him, and ſo become 


__ 
he like example we hauc of the Apoſtle Paul, who Phil 1.4.5. 
of his eſtate by nature, ſaying that noman $7: 


boaſt of ourward things as he, cither of ſtocke, 
tribe,kindred,zeale,orrighteouſnes of the law. Of the 
which he faics, hee was wwrebateable : that is, no man 
could iuſtly dere him, or ſay ſo muchas blacke was 
his eye. But when the Lord wrought true religion in 
his heart, hee cries ſhame on them all, and accounts all 
but dung in reſpeR of the bencht that comes by reli- 
on. 

4 We muſt not flatter our hearts with outward ciuili. 
men : but labour to approue them religi- 

ous towards God. It is not our care and conſcience of 
the ſecond Table, will afford vs one iot of comfort to 
10n,cxceptthey be grounded on conſcience and 
reſpeRof the tirſt Table. It is not our | 
freedome from pride 


Matth. 22.38, 


Ve. 


Gen.zl 8, 
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which the Lord by his ſpirit workes in thoſe that hee 
makes religious. Yea, if all the morall verrucs that can 
be poſſible, were in aman,yet Nr nn erp we 
aprophane man,and remaineth in the caſe of 

tion. Torhis end our Saviour cals the firſt table, the 
frſt and the greateſt. The fr##, becauſe it mult bee pre- 
ferredin the firſt place, and chicfe roome ; before our 
eating,ſleeping,marrying,rifing,labour,&c.there mult 
goe ſome part and duty of the firſt table, T he greate#t, 
becauſe che puniſhment thereof will bee greater then 
the other. 

Now for the vie of this : Firſt it teacheth vs to make 
eriall inour hearts, whether wee bee infected with this 
fnne of prophaneneſle,or not. And though there bee 
many and ſundry fignes DOISIEN I wil 
content my (elte wich foure things, beſides the chiefeſt 
of all (which followes in the next words to be ſpoken 
of ) whichthe holy Ghoſt hath ſetour and branded E- 


ſas withall, 


The firſt is his behauiovur in the matching bimlclfe 
in marrizgc, wherin he ſhewed his wo 
waics: hrſt, in that hee did it without the conſent 
of his parents, yea (o, that it was a griefe to his father, 
Theſecondwas,in that in has ing,he had no re- 


im in religion ; yea hoe takes to wite the 
on, 
This was afigneof 


anda inthe provoked the Lords wrath agailt him, 


a Ard may pole aroo anc 


money, 


bags Nt 
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money riches, ſtocke,kindred,friends:be they Papiſts, 
R ts,yea noted drunkards, whoremongers or v- 
ſurers,ſothey —_— , landsor —_— 
little regard of whatreligion they bee. Oh 
daics,that after ſo many yeeres of the preaching of the 

in our land, men ſhould ſhew themſclues (0 
pophae as to match the children with the enemies 
of tonouriſh the brood of Atheiſts 
For what is the cauſe that there be ſo many Atheiſts in 
ourland? Surely I ſpeake it before Gad and his An- 
—_— fully perſwade my (elfe = are borne and 

by this wicked and accurſed matching. And you 
parents, note this from mee; the Lord in your care of 
the matching of your children, ſhewes a manifeſt ſigne 
of his purpoſe to your poſterity. For ir is yourcare 
principally ro match in the feare of God, more reſpe- 
Qing religion then money, more the loue of God then 
carnall friends * then is ita figne God hath a bleſin 
in tore for your poſterity. It otherwiſe, that car 
things be the marke you ſhoot at ; and ſpecially,if you 
dare venture to match with Gods enemics, and ſuch 
as he hath warned you of; I proteſt ro you, it is a viſt- 
ble ſigne God hath a purpoſe to roore your name from 
vader heauen. 
And how ma ne youthes haue we at this 
day,whoto the griete - parents, — 
and affeQion, and not for religion * Toyou young 
= and maidens, looke wich wheg—ER, ler 
principall care be religion andthe feare of God : 
your parents conſent bee in your choyce. Follow 
not the ofa reprobate,a man 
hated of j__ bot imicate ſued 
2 WV 


Plal 38.113. 


2. Thing, 


Pla". 4.4 
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as feare God : fo you may expe with comfort the 
bleſſing promiſed of God vpon yourlabours, wife and 
children. And though the world would perſwade you 
to the contrary, yer marke what the haly Ghoſt faies, 
Lo, thus ſhall the man bet bleſſed that fearath the Lord. 
Thereby giving vs to vnderitand, howſocuer it is hard 
to ficſh and blood ro bee perſwaded thereof, yer the 
truth is,ir ſhall bee ſo, forthe truth it (elfe hath ſpoken 
it. 

The ſecond thing wherein his prophaneneſſe did 
appeare,was in that he vied no prayers. For though he 
had iuſt cauſe to giue him(clfe to prayer, yet we do not 
reade he did vic any at all. He had good examples both 
of his grandfather,his father,and his brother , yer doe 
we notreade that euer he did once pray. And this the 
holy Ghoſt deſcribes to bee one propertie of a pro- 
phane man,in the booke of Pſalmes, and of ſuch a one 
as ſaith in his heart, T here # no God : hee cals not vpon 
God, And truly he that never vieth to pray, ſaid in &« 
beart there no God. 

And how brands this many #n this pp prophanc 
men,who in their families never vie the exerciſe of 
prayer? The property of a ſincere Chriſtian is to make 
conſcience of prayer,in three ſeuerall places. The firſt 
is in the publike congregation. The ſecond is in his fa- 


milic.. irdis in ſome ſecret place, where no eye 
nga} oe behold him. A very hypocrite can = 
ſhew of prayer, when hee ſecs other to looke on him, 
then can he lift yp his handsand eyes toward heaven: | 
butinfecret he hath no-heart to pray , when the other 

is aſhamed that any ſhould at his ſecret praiers, 


Are not many heerein 5 Godapd your con(ci- 
£ ence 


ence do know you are. Then muſtI tell you, that here- 
in you carrie a9 cuident ſigne of a prophane man, 


The third thing that did ſer out his prophaneneſſe, ;, Thing, 


was his raſh and vnaduiſed ſwearing, as apprares inthe 


booke of Geneſis, who comming trom hunting very Genay 33, 


hungry, turned into his brothers Tent, and ſpying a 
pot of pottage,asked bim ſome of them to cate: where- 
upon /zcob (ceing a fit time, demanded of him, to ſell 
him his birth-right ; he preſently yeelded vnto him, 
Then, ſaith /acob,{weare to mee intoken of the bar- 
aine ; whereat, withoutany further conſideration, he 
wore to him, and bound it with an oath. And how 
many thoufands in this city are guilty heercof £ Leta 
man come into your ſhops,and deale with cither ma- 
ſter,miſtreſſe, ſeruant, ſon, or daughter, at cuery word 
comes out an oath. So likewiſe there are many others, 
who vie their oathes,as many vic their apparell, who 
to grace their bodies, ( as they thinke ) get them euery 
weeke anew ſuite of apparel] : So they inuent euery 
wecke new oathes to grace them in their ſpeeches. 
What argues this but meere prophaneneſle , when 
God hath giuen them rongues, for the ſerting out of 
his honour,and they abuſe them, to the diſhonouring 
of him * 


The fourth thing, was his delight in wicked compa- 4, Thing, 


ny,and in the ſociety of the vngodly,as appearcs in the 
booke of Geneſis ; how not content totarrie with his 


father and brother in Canaan, he gets him to moune Gen-36 


Scir, a moſt vogodly people. And how doth this be- 
wray many forprophane mEatthis day,who take their 
felicity in the company of [wearers, drunkards, whore. 


mongcrs,[wagget vile companions * I marvel! 
E 3 how 


g.> 
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how ſuch can looke to goe to heaven ? For think they 
to keepe company here with ſuch leaud companions, 
and that God will bis kingdome with them 
pars ra No,no : be {are as the skin is on thy backe, 
ſoule in thy body, that the like company thou 
in here in this lite, on nnrmrrn Ver 
arcane For doeſt thou hope to haue fel- 
lowſhip with Saints in heauen hereafter, and canſt not 
abide their company here * 

Beloued,if =_ Co you bee guilty heerein, labour in 
timeto get out of it : there is no greater an enemic to 
Gndibeion then this, which cauſed the Apoſtle Peter 
togiue this as a principall warning to thoſe conuer- 

Atazo, tites : ſaying ; Save your [elnes from this froward generats. 
#n.So ſay I, as you will auoid hontectomephins 
man, ſaue your ſelues, and come out of the company 
ofvn godly wretches. Text.Which for one portion of meat 
ſold bs birth-right. In theſe words the holy Ghoſt ſers 
downe the fat thatbranded him for a prophane man, 
viz, He ſold away his birth-right for one portion of 
meate. It requires firſt, we know what this birth h-righe 
was; and then the price he had for it. As touching the 
birth right; you muſt note, it ſtood in divers priui- 
ledges,c{ ecially theſe five : Firſt, hee was by nature 
heirerot e coucnant, which God had made with .4- 
braham his grand-father, and ſo came to his —_ 

1. Prixaledgy. CE neto haneletti it with Eſau _—_— 

Genre: tht God monkdbe bs God.andthe Godof his ſee 

owes him:Secondly,that Chriſt according to 

, hee was heire to all his 


Hoang, grandiaters andbis ; Forthly, all his 
acuet ls ,mult in his 
en betheye many 
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ſhew reverence tohim : Fiftly, hee ſhould 1Friviesgs 


been hcireto al the land of Canaan; and fo at his 

kingdom ef heauen. But he moſt prophane. 

ly ſold all this away. Now let vs heare the price hee 

fold it for, No doubt he fold itat a great rate, truly for 

uy yotye of meate, What portion was it? It wasa 
meſle of 


pottage : Oh —_—_ wretch, that could Gea.z5.34. 


had in his heart co (ell ſuch a pretious pearle, and to 
part with it at ſucha baſe rate / But this hee did, and (0 
lightly did he eſtceme theſe heauenly bleſings. 

rom hence we may obſcrue this inſtruction : Who- 
focuer he be,that hath his heart ſo glewed tothe pre- 
ſent things of this life, as that hee prefers them aboue 
ſpirituall things belonging to ſaluation, is not onely a 
man of a pro heare,but hath a manifeſt ſigne of 
thecurſe of God vpon his ſoule. Example wee hauc 
heere of this prophane man, who preferred theſe rem- 
porall things aboue his birth- right, and ſold it away : 
and for what did hee partit away * why, for to fill his 
bellie. What was the chicfe reaſon of his hupger * his 
hunting; hee had tab+.r: ſuch pleaſure in his hunting, 
that he wasan hungred and foto fill his belly, he (old 
away Gods bleſſings,and (0 ed thecurſc of God 
on himſelfe, and his poſterny. Much like to many at 
this day,who haue their hearts (o (ct on their pleaſure 
& prolit, as that they hunt the b of God from 
their ſoules, The holy Ghoſt by the Apoſtle Paul wri- 


the one hath his mind fixedon earthly 
other hath his minddaily on the things that doe be- 
long to faluation. A warning of this finne hath our Sa- 


Mar. 12.2, 7.4» 


5.6.7, 


Reaſon.1. 


1.loh.ath. 
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uviour given to vs,in that parable ſet downe by the F. 
uangeliſt Matthew , where comparing his father to a 
ſuppoſed king, that married his {on, and madea feaſt, 
and ſent his ſeruantsto call them that were bidden , 
but they refuſed, and preferred the things of this Jife, 
before the heauenly banquer,and made their excuſes. 
But how tookethe king the matter £ hee ſent out his 
men of warre,and deſtroyed them, and burnt vp their 
city, In the ſame caſc it ſtands with'vs at this day. God 
the father hath married his Sonne leſus Chriſtto his 
Church,at which he makesa great feaſt : he ſends out 
his ſeruants the Miniſters to cal you by the word prea- 
ched; to inuite you to come to the Sacraments; in 
whic _ is not onely offered, but really given to 
the worthy receiver all the benefits that Chriſt hath 
purchaſed for his elet : Nowif we contemne,deſpile, 
or wiltully negleR his gratious kindnefſe,and bounte. 
ous libera lip Hens. apa the things of this 
life before theſe heauenly bleſſings ; what can wee ex. 
peR,burzhat iuſtly he wil ſend out hardneſle of hearr, 
and nn ſoules,vtterly ro deſtroy & damne 
vs for cuer* reaſons why ſo many ſet heauenly 
things at a ſmall rate, value av lightly cſteeme them, 
are: Firſt, becauſe the immoderate love of earthly 
thingsz will keepe all loue of heauenly things out of 
their hearts: To which end the Apolile faith, / 
man lone the world the lone of the father is not in bies, 

vs to' vnderſtand, that ſuch as hauetheir minds 
fixed on the of this life, cannot 
formeany ſeruice to God, which hee will delight in 


=== 
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gents 
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mes, As if he ſhould haue ſaid, be that ſets his heart on 
the things pertaining to this lite,cannot but make l:ghe 
account of the things pertaining to the life to come. 
The world is ſaid to carrie ewo breaſts in her boſorme, gg... 
which are pleaſureand profir,by which ſhe doth nou- 
riſh many to damnation. When God did cuile the fer- 
= in Paradiſe ; fora ſigne of his curſe hee told him, 

c ſhould goe vpon his belly : ſoit sa viſible ſigne of 
Gods curſe vpon that man who hath his heart {Ct on 
the earthly things of this lite, as his money, his caches, 
his vanity,&c. A ſecond reaſon is, becauſe they tecle p,yfs.s, 
not the need they ſand in of ſpirituall things: they are 
hke vnto the people whichthe Prophet Hoſes ſpeakes yy yu s, 
of , who being called to repentance, ſay they bee rich, 
and have found them our riches; yea they boaſt there 
is no iniquity to be found in them : by which they do 
meaſure the tavwour of God vnto them by their out- 
ward proſperity. The like is ſet out by rhe Laodiceans 
in the Revelation, who being threarned tor their luke. 3b3-1677- 
warmeneſlc,anſwere they be rich, and encreaſed wich 
goods, and had needot nothing, and yet were wretch- 
ed,poore,blind and naked. All which ſets downe the 
realon,many preferre carthly things before heauenly, 
becauſe they teele no need they haue of them; but flat- 
ter their hearts with their ourward Pr NOn as 
if ever God doe openthe eyes of minds, they 
ſhall ſee they be moſt wretched, poore, blind, and na» 
ked. Sothatin their Nats the IPO: aCorzas 
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lic,or pleafore, how ready they bee to hearken ts you, 
and runne andride with you in hope to benefie their 
eſtate * But offerthe ſame men any ſpiritual] commo- 
ditie for their ſoules, as hearing the word, receiui 
the Sacraments, or ſome worthie bookes to reade 
meditate vpon,they turne adeafe care, and will bee at 
no paines or coſt to entertaine ſuch an offer : and all 
becapſe they feele not the need they haue thereof in 
their ſoules. 
Reaſon.7. A third reaſon is, becauſe they feele no ſweetneſle 
in them.Gods children are rauiſhed with them, which 
Plal.:9.10, made Dawd to run to the holy afſemblies,to meditate 
daily in Gods word : becaule, as hee {aith, they were 
ſweeter then honey or the honey combe ; of higher 
account then the gold,or the fine gold. So contrarily, 
this makes the other to keepe them away from our al- 
ſemblies,to neglect holy exerciſes in their families, as 
giving of tharikes before their meales, or any ordinary 
RY in their houſes, becauſe they fecle no [weetnes 
1n them,nor no profit nor gaine inthe. 
Fe.r. The vſes we are to make hence are: Firſt, that euc- 
ry one of vs examine our hearts if wee bee nor guilty 
herein ; preferring the things of this lite before the 
rhings of the life to come, notany greatneed 
of them,or any ſweetneſſe in them:then are wee men 
of hearts. And let vs know, h we may 
beennchedin the things rſe, a 
| Full of 
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The firſtare ſuch as ſcorne at religion, and at all ſuch «. Sore. p 
as are zealous that way : accounting them a ſort of 
beggerly fooles ; and this is, becauie they ſee it brings 
no ttothem, which makes them haue no care to 
heare the word preached, topray, to reade in their fa- 
milies ; and ſo they ſcoffe Chvidians, and flout ſuch as 
make conſcience ofholy exerciſcs of religion,publike 
or private. Theſe are meere prophane men. 

Theſecond forrare ſuch as wil come now and then , «... 
to heare the word, and recciue the Sacraments, and ; 
thinke Sunday a good day, andat Eaſter will come to 
the Communion,and now and then heare a Sermon; 
but euery pelting occaſionare content to yeeld vnto : 
ſomtimes they be ficke; ſomtimes they be lame ; ſom- 
times it is too hot, ſorrimes it is too cold, preferring 
their pleaſure or profit before holy' aſſemblies in the 
congregation : Theſe men are like old harlors, that 
paint their faces to ſeeme young and freſh: ſo they pre- 
tend excuſes to colour their prophaneneſſe. If there be 
any amongſt you that can be content Sabbath day af- 
ter Sabbath to ſitidle at home, or bufic your ſclucs in 
your trades,and ſuffer your places in your ſeates to be 

For ſhame amend it : and if it bee not of conſci- 

to aucidthe juſt ritle of a prophane man: For 

the ofa new ſanRified man is, to fetall excu- 
ul reaſons, 


for thenextzthe gorren 

Sabbath day,whets his tomacke againſtthe next: bue 

this is cleane contrary ina prophane man. 

The thizd fort lee ls 
3 


4.Sort, 


how many vs areguiltie hcerein, both of vs 
an ul be Preachers,and ot you that bee 
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word Yin the Sacratn&ts,they can make greatſhew of 
louing the word,of cntertaining ot Preachers, &c,But 
yer thuugh they haue lined vnder a faithtull miniſtcry 
theſe 10.20.30. yceres,haue little or nothing profited: 
And thats ſcene, in.that worldly things rule in their 
hearts,and carrie the ſway, Thele are like thoſe our Sa- 
viour ſpeakes of, ſome haue bought farmes, others 
have bought oxen,another ſort have marricd a wite : 
ſo that though thele things be (imply lawfull in them- 
ſelues ; yet of them being, vnlawtully vicd, are made 
meanes toalienate their hearts from the beſt things , 
therefore they do deſeruc the name of prophane men, 
in that they be content to valueany thing in this life, a. 
boue the things pertaining to the lite ro come : To 
which end our Savior telleth vs, that he that hates not 
his father and mother for his lake,is not worthic of his 
kingdomeyz whereby hee giues vs to vaderſtand, that 
there muſt be a readineſle in vs, to value ſpirituall bleſ- 
fings and ſpirituall exerciſes, aboue the deareſt things 
in this lite, 

The fourth ſort are ſuch as thinke all well; andchat 
iris ſuthcienr,in that they haue bin at paincs and char- 
pcs for {pirituall things herecofgrez but now wax wea- 
ric; they haue been zcalous, burnaygrow. cold ; they 
have taken paincs, but now take their-calc, they have 
been at charges, but now they thinke it better ſaued , 
andrhat iewill ropa gap intheir owne families, They 


"did ioyne with luch as were forward in religion z but 


now with Demes they haue imbraced the world, and 
turned to{winiſh pleafures. If this bee well examined, 


carers 


— 


/ —_ 
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hearefs and profeſſors £ May it not bee ſaid of many 


when they were [chollers,and at their firſt entrance in- 
to the miniſtery, how paintull, how caretull, how faith. 
ful in their places, by preaching,catechiſing,and other 
duties; and now (carce preach monerhly or quarterly, 
bur put ouer todeputies © [ he like may be {aid by ma- 
ny of you, who when yee were young men, prentices, 
barchelers,you did make ſhew of loue tothe Goſpel! , 
you would take paines torun to ſermons, you would 

1aue care of [wearing, & made conicience ot an oath, 
and prophaning the Lords day : But alas now in this 
City,how many religious ſcruants, are become irreli- 
gious maſters,and religious maidens, become irreligi- 
ous miſtreſſes ! The Lord open your eyes, that ſuch as 
know they be guilty, may repent. 


A ſecond vie hence,reprouesſuchas in one pointof 777, 2, 


Eſaus prophaneneſle iumpe with him,which is,in that 
he was well contentto pare with his birth right, itne- 
ucr did trouble himghis care was for the bellie: fo how 
many are there in our land, bath in thiscity,and in ma- 
ny places of the countrey,can bee well content to bee 
without that onely ordinary ſanified ordinance of 
God, the preaching of the word? and for worldly re- 
ſp: As, willingly lubict themſelucs vader ſuch a mini- 
7 Ge ſhall tarue their ſoules £ Idae ſpeake it chiefly 
in reſpect of many of our Gentlemen, who preferrea 
faire houſe,a pleaſant aire, gallant walles, before a faith- 
full and paintull miniſtery , ſothey may hauerhe one, 
they reſpe nut the enioyingotf the other. Whatis 
this but prophaneneſle 7 Lay againe, it there bee any 
herethis day, Gentleman or Gentlewoman,Knightor 


paſtures, - 


Gitepet. —<w - Wolters Bo ow 4 -_ 


Ve. 3. 


Prou.32.6, 
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1334+ is hard fot many co belerue this, but the holy Ghoſt 


paſtures, gardens, orchards, &r. can willing! depare 
this city, or from vndera ſanRtified <4 be. 
take their ſoules toan vnpreaching Miniſter, and ſuch 
aone as they would ſcarce put in truſt to keepe their 
ſheepe ; they carrie a viſible figne of the curſe of God 
| +. + 0 ——_ entitle their names amongſt 
e Ecrue. 
third vic hence teacherh all parents, as they looke 
to haue the bleſſings of Godoon their —_ 
heed of this finne,and labour to be religious,and bring 
vp their children in holy exerciſes, Therefore Sa/-mon 
cries out ſo often to parents : teach thy ſonne, inſtruRt 
thy ſonne. Now how can they doe this, which cannot 
teach themſelues 2 You cannot doe greater injurie to 
our children,or be greater enemies to them, then to 
live In —_ ſonne of the verieſt 
beggerin city,being religious, then the ſon 
of the weatthieſ man in your city, being borh pro. 
phane: for if thou bee irreligious, thou haſt done as 
much as lieth intheeto begetan helhound;and it muſt 
bee a ſupernaturall worke of God toaltcr the nature of 
the ſame. 
Toyou godly parents that loue religion, and hate 
res; nat henley thy ſon 
1n religion? Beof comfort , whileſt thou liueft, thou 
ſhalt haue joy, and when dieſt, thou ſhalt leaue 
them to one, that is like Tong to enioy them. Art a 
cerely and in thy calling , haſt many chil- 
dren,and CI, 
thou ſhalt leaue them the blefſing of God. I know ir 


hath 
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hath (j it,andleft it for vs to beleene. 
thee that haſt gotten great ſtore of 
livings. Art a prophane man *? thou maicſ live with 
ſorrow cnough,and die thou ſhalt with a wofull heart. 
Doeſt thinke thoſe goods and riches thou haſt ſcraped 
together, with vexing the body, and venturing the 
ſoule to the divellhalllong bee enioyed £ When was 
there ever any rich man,or where is any that can come 
out and fay,he cuer ſaw the tourth generation of a pro- 
phane man proſper? No,no,the Lord will curſe them, 
and blow vpon theg,they ſhall not proſper. Ir isreli- 
+> ——_— of God vponthem, and 

ir poſterity. 

A —_ that are children, pray,pray daily tothe 
Lordto worke religious hearts in your parents,and re- 
ioice and be glad to ſee your fathers giue thanks before 


43 
to 


- meales,and downe vpon their knees to prayer, before 


they goeto their beds, for this will turne to blefſings 
vpon you,if you be carefull to follow their ſteps ;and 
though thy father dic a begger, yet aſſurethy ſelte hee 


hal leaue thee the bleſſing of the Lord./ haxe bin young Phlz7.25, 


( laith Dazid) and now am old, yet ſaw 1 never the righteous 
forſaken, nor bu ſeed begging their bread , not meani 

that it was impoſſible that a righteous mans chi 

ſhould goe a begging ; but that it is athing that is very 
rare, and that hee was now foure. core yeeres of age, 
yethe did never in all his life ſee it. And ſo have many 
men lived till they haue been of great yeeres, yet hauc 
they (e|dome or not atall ſcene any ſuch thing come 


to paſſe, 
|» 3 ſuch others as know they ſhall have great 


left them by pr and ſuch as 
polluons Ictt them by prophane parents, | 
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re their treaſure, their pleaſure, their earthly 
things betore any (pirituall durics to God : as experi- 
ence in many,you ſhall never ſee them carefull ro giue 
thankes at their meales, neuer are vpon their knees in 
prayer in their familics ; but are ſwearers, prophaners 
ofthe Lords Sabbath, viurers,drunkards ; and letthem 
tremble to be heires to ſuch wrerches : For if it pleaſe 
not God to worke ſupernaturally onthee, thou maicſt 
not only curſe the day that ever thou waſt begotten of 
them ; but God ſhortly will ſweep either thee or thine 
away with the beſome of his wrath. And once againe, 
I exhortall you that be parents, labour to be religious, 
and to bring vp your children in godly education elle 
you may feare that your bones (hall not bee ſo ſoone 
rotten,as the Lord will rot and roote out your poſtcri- 
ty and name from vnder heauen. 

Text.v.17. For ye know how that afterward alſo when he 
would haze enherned the bleffmg he was rerefied, And now 
come wee to the third point, which is,to the puniſh- 
ment : which as you heard,is threefold. The fiſt is, a 
certaine griefe and ſhame, that he had left and fold his 
birth-right away. Secondly, how he would faine have 
had it againe, ſhewing outward ſignes of repentance, 
and labours to recover it, but all in vaine. The third is, 
that hauing wilfully loſt the time ot Grace,hee procu- 
red a perpetuall deniall of mercy. For the firſt, Eſas ha- 
ving thought he had made a goodexchange with his 
brother, yer at length comes to ſee the Laſſe, and it 

ſobaſea. cnn Arvy 
for a price hee with his birth-rightr, 
. buralltoolate. ”_ 
Where — BL at Way 


_ 
© 
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doe muffle vp their conſciences, and take rages 


change to with en there 
change v0 pr tl amy w 
ſee their lofle, and it (hall —— torment _—_ 1a 


their conſciences,they had no better grace but to part 


with them at ſo low a rate. As example of this caſta» Gen.z5 34. 


way,who atthe firſt comming trom his hunting, and 
having ſold his brother his buth-righr ( yea, partly in 
contempt,) it is ſaid hee roſe merrily, as one that had 
thought he had — exchange: butatterwards 
when he perceived hislofſe in comming to his father 

in hopeof * ableſſing, and that his fathertold him hee 
had bleſſed /xc9b,and he muſtbe bleſſed : then he cries 
out, Oh bleſſe mealſo father,blefle me ; as it he ſhould 
hauciſaid, I hope his ſubtiltic ſhall not difinherir me, 
Alas, I had but a meſle of pottage in my need, & mult 
Tlole birthright, and bleſſing, and all: Thus this wo- 
full wretch comes to ſee his loſſe, which before hee 
made (o light accountof. Now his c6 cience wounds 
bim: Now the curſe of Godpuls away the ſcale of his 


| The like cxample WC yyed, 23.10; 


haue of nd bod ighrly tp though hee | a o—_— 
W light fs) 
heals Foto de bode he 


the righteous : Euen ſo many at this day, they ſpend 
calland offerof the —_— £9 ping 
—__ ſears mny Scum, 


for to gaine alittle 
ſuch bur fools thatrun to ler ſuch 


know 
the Lord will vacruſtthat conſcience of theirs and 


Mat 26.rx. 


Mark.5.27. 
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walking in the fields, that weremrancs 
away trom our aſſemblies in zhe tion; then 
will chey bee ready-ro curſe themſclues they had no 
berter grace,they could not ſee their follies;but to pre- 
fer their courtonſneſle, drunkennes, whoredanme, viu. 
rie,paſtimes,plaies,8&c. before the heavenly way of ſal- 
uation. /ades thought he had ſped well when hee had 
gorten thirtie pence fora kiſſe : but when hee came to 
ſee that he had (old his ſaluation for money,hee was (o 
wounded in his conſcience,that hee could not reſtrill 
he had brought a halter and hanged himſelfe. And fo 
will bee the ſtare of all prophane men, when the cruſt 
of thcir conſcience is and they come to ſee 
their wofull cha ſhall finde as the holy Gho&R 
ſaith in the caſe'ot adulterers; be ſhall find a wound in 
his ſoule, thar (without repentance ) (hall neuerboe 


put out. | , bg 
The reaſons heereofare : Firſt, becauſe che nobleſt 
time 


parts of their foals are drowned, their iu 
their minds,their willes and affeQions, all 
their conſcience ties a fleepe. Bur when God either by 
his wordori awakesthem,theievonſcience 
Rerts vp, and Riesintheir faccy, and rotheir 
wr O chew 
mine enemic ? And io howeuer men can fo lightly fell 
Gods bleſſings avſo baſeaeare, yerrtre fin of pro- 
þ will findethem oorin the end. 3 


tis _ 
odor ret urn rc 


with Adoavbecrh, | 
fortheir prophanenefſe. And hbw doch vhis daihy/fall 
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out ypon the loſle of time , that they had no better 
grace then to (cl away theirſoules for pleaſure,jdlencs, 

andvanitic*? Yea, isitnot the cric of all con. 


demned perſons vpon the gallowes,to cric out of their ?fal. 51 4. 


gracelefle prophaniag the Lords Sabbath * 7 bus will 
the Lord be iuſt wh&he ſpeaks,& pure when he iudge- 
eth.So that how euer prophane men flatter themlclues 
in their owne eyes; yea,and pleade for their finne; yet 


as the holy Ghoſt laith,their iniquitic will finde them pg ;«;. 


out, And though they thinke that money well gained, 
and chat time well ſpent, thats gorten with the loſle 
of godly exerciſes, yer ſhalthoy come one day to iuſti- 
fie the Lord, when their prophaneneſle ſhall tind them 
out. Let vs come to the vies to be made hence, 


And firſt, it ſerucs fora terror to thoſe that do burie Y/e.r. 


their ſoules in the thingsof this life,as it is to be feared 
too many do in this city, wholike Eſaw,yea worſe then 
«s, ſel] away in contempt many godly excrcifes on 
day,at a lower & baſerrate then he fold his birth- 
: he had ſomerhing,bur they nothing bura little 
that God knowerh ſoone vaniſheth away. /«- 
das(old his Maſter for thirty pence; but there are ma 
ny thirties in this city,that will fell chirty ſermons for 
leflethen thirtie pence. Let vs cometo amore neere 
examination of our'iclues,and tric how guilty weeare 
herein. And this will more plaine, by (erting 
downe ſuch as laid open Eſass contempt of his 
birthright. The firſt was his will ro part from 
| tobe withour it; he never ſtood long debating 
wb. pet egns ers how 

at vs, Dow many arc 
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bee without the preaching of the word, and ſhroud 
theraſelues where it is wanting ! how it ſtands with 
you, be iudge your ſelues. Bur , in diversplaces 

of the countrey,many of our Gentlemen _ 
content to put vp with quarter ſermons, yea, to ſtarue 
their ſoules,and commir the keeping of tothole 
who bee more fitter for a beetle anda wedge, then for 
any ofhce in the Miniſtery : yea turther,they think roo 
greata paines, & too much toile to ride but two miles 
on the Lords day for the food of theis ſoules, when 
the ſame men cannot bee content, vnleſſe they haue 
two or three meales the fame day for thepampering 
of their bodies : let ſuch know,herein hee ſhewes him» 
ſelfe a prophane man. 

The fecond thing Eſes ſhewed his contempt in, was 
his parting with it at ſo baſe a price. For was it euerread 
of any that fold ſuch a trealure at ſo low 2 
rate? which was ( as — have heard ) the in- 
herictance of his father face, and grand-father 4br- 
him, yea,the godly and faithtull promiſes of God, and 
chieflyrhe kingdome ot heauen, and all for a meſle of 
porrage. Wee doe greatly wonder at this,and no mar- 
uell, Yeethere are vsharicll away the couc- 
nanrand tes made to them in ny 

amelle of pottage 
Toune 2 trifle, And wheecanf RY 


to aduance his bonour, ſhould no mare 6- 
previous peaes offered 4p them outf 
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the Goſpell, then ſwine doe of lewels like the Gada. 
rens, that eſteeme more of their pigges then 
ing: And like little children, that eſtceme more their 
rattles and bables,then they doc a bagge of gold. As e- 
wenexperience ſhe wes in many in this your city, that 
can walkc in the ſtreers, and by the Church.dores, and 
leethe Preacher in the —_— in contempt can 
paſle by, preferring ſome worldly matters before the 
pearle of the Golpel}. 

It may be ſome may obieRtand ſay , If they do,they 0b1e7, 
be honeſt men ; they go ( I warrant you) about no vn. 
honeſt ation. To which Tanſwere : Say they bee [o, Auſw, 
and ſay they doe not: Sol may fay, that Ejaas cati 
of his portage, was in itſelfe nownhoneſt or vnlawt 
a: yer if with E/as,they doe in their hearts preferre 
their walking or their buſines, before theſe holy mee- 
tings ; it argues their contemptto Gods ordinance,and 
ſpors them with p . 

The third thing, wherein hee ſhewed his contempt, ,, 
was the addition hee made in parting with it, which 
was,that ypon the demand of lacobhis brother to him 
for it : Why, faies he, Loe, Iam atmoſtdead, what is 
then this birth-right ro me £ How like to this in effeR, 
are the ſpeeches of many of our. ſwaggerers at this 
day * Come, (lay they) let vs bee merrie, whileſt wee 
may. Sorrow, hang ſorrow, when we bee dead, allthe 
world is dead with vs. Another fort, in ſeeing Chrilti- 
ans out of an honeſt heart, goe tothe Churclr to heare 
the word, which is the food of their ſoules, lexthem 
take their ſermons to them(ſclues, and the diuell giue 

ofthe, for I will have my in de(- 
pite af theis hearts, and I will take the time whileſt I 


G3 may. 


OO. 
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may ButGod willone day wakenthe conſciences of 

prophane men, and it will wound and gricue 
them attheir hearts, that they had no better grace, bur 
to ſell away their birth-righe. 

A ſecond vie heereof, ſerues for an admonition to 
you all,to take heed you harbor not this finnc, leſt you 
come to ſee it withgriete & ſhame, when it is coke. 
To thee then,that art priuic to thine heart,thou prefer- 
reſt this day theſclling of thy worldly commodities in 
thy ſhop,or the working ſecretly in thine houſe(a#s too 
many of you doe)of thy trade and occupation before 
the holy aſſemblies ; I rel{rhee, accuricdis that gaine 
ſo gotten. Take heed of three dangerous enemics, to 
draw thee to prophaneneſle. The firſt is carnollreaſon, 
which will labour to withdraw thee from loue and 


delight in religion ; purting intothy mind,thar as there 
þ noting gonenby bein ; fo there is much 
CE on Candies 
eo t 

preciſe and forward in running to ſermons , 

for tewill kinder thee of much pledfurecnd profir.that 
otherwiſe thou mighteſt haue, yea and if thou looke 
not to it in time, it will bring thee to beggerie : And 
that it is the property of an infidell not to provide for 
| This is a dangerous enemic, and 


Te thidenemic & Greligions friends, the neerer 


the worſe. Arcligious young man cannot hauea grea- 
EE e—_ then an ir- 


religious father,or mother,or brocher,or fiſter : A reli. 
gious husband cannot have a more peſtilene enemic 
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ous wife, Setdowne this for a certai thatbe re- 

ligious, that your greateſt enemics beetloſeof 

your owne houle that be irreligi 
A third vic hercof is, to encourage vs all togoe on Fez; 

boldly in our proteſſion,notwithſtanding the icoffes 

and taunts wee ſhall haue of prophane men. Oh let 

them alone,this is their time: tor howſocucr now 

doe laugh at vs, to (ce vsto loſe ſo much pleaſure and 7**% 124+ 

profit,as they may thinke we might g®; yera day will 

come\the Lord ham(clie will laugh at them,to fee their 

tollie. To thee that (corneſt and mockeſt at ſuch as 

lerue the Lord in Gacerity of heart ; If a man ſhould 

call thee villaine and foole, thou wouldeſt bee angyy : lob 16.2, 

but the holy man {#6 ſaies chou art ſo; and all ſuch as 

thou art. Of allthe markes of a caſtaway, one vt them 

is tobe tainted with the finne of engage 

man,for his ſeruice to God. It was the marke that /f 

werl was branded withall,and fent him to hell,becaule Gen.s 1.9, 

he was a mocker of feac. 1 tcll thee, God accounts he 

hath no greater encrnies then ſuch. As example of the 

mM that came from Abazzah, who in mocking 

ſort flouted the Prophet , calling him in (corne, Man 

of God;bau were paniſhed with fire from beauen. The * Kiog 94 * 

like we readedf 24.children, that were denoveed of '* ft 

two beares, far mocking Ek/ba, the Lords P 

Buth arken thou what 
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Gen.,29.34.38 
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h, obraine againe 
is,how be labours to obraine it zyea, hegoes fo 
ſrre.cher he werpes forthe lefie of ir yer allinraine. 
Whence we are toobſerue for our inſtruction,that ma- 
ny aciuill man may go very far in outward fignes and 
ſhew of repentance, yetliued hated of God. This leſ- 
ſon is well to me marked of vs, becauſe there be many 
atthis day which live amongſt vs, who if they can per- 
forme any outward ſhew of repentance, as to ſigh, or 
——_—_—" wo ſhead teares, doe thinke they 
waded farrein repentance. But wee muſt learne 
that it is not outward ſhewes wil ſerue ; for reprobates 
gofarin ſhewes of ſaluation,yet ſhall come ſhorr 
neuer obtaine it. Confider of Eſes, in ſeeking the 
: he went to his father,hee fell ypon his knees, 
he criedout for very grietc,hee was aſhamed hee had 
ſo lightly,& at fuch a rate paſſed away his birth-righe , 
hee wept, he ſhead teares. Who would have thought 
but this repentance had been found * Did cither M4 
, or Peter, or the theefe in outward (hew go any fur- 
much beyond him? Yet theirs was true tepen- 
tance, and accepted of God, but his was counterfeit, 
and he, and it both reieQed, Example wee have of 0r- 
OR III» ———_ 
her countrey,ſhee travels along, ſhee weepes as 
well as Rach, yet in the end a few words and reaſons 
perſwade her toturne backe : So there are many can 


_ can make a faire ſhew in marters of faith and repen- 


carnall reaſons, or irreligious friends, 
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been d vnto them. Secondly, taſte 
of the heavenly gitt, that is, they may mrs 
the word, and rctoyce init; as our Sautour deſcribes 
in the-parable of the ſced caſt into ſtony ground. 
Thirdly,they may be partaker of the holy Ghoſt, that 
is, of divers graces of the ſpirit, as namely, lightened 
with knowledge,and joy intheir vnderſtanding, as al- 
ſo of gifts of preaching,of tongues,and the like, 
Fourthly,they may taſte of the good word of God, 
thatis,they may not only know God by the Law,which 
is fearefull to the frnner : but by a more (weetvnder- 
ſtanding of the Goſpell, which fairh, Come vnto mce 
all ye that traue!l and be heavieladen, (o calling ir the 
word of God,zs thar glad dings of (aluation, 
Fifthly, they muſt caſte of the powers of the world 
to come, thatis, they may know andconfteſle that the 
end of the Gofpell is erernall life to all that faithfull 
belecue and liuc init. Thus may we ſee how farre fach 
a one as may committhe {inne againſt the holy Ghoſt 
may goc and make ſhew inthe way of (aluation. Ano- 
ther 
John B ; yea further,he heard him gladly, yea hee 
did reverence him : yea which is more, hcereformed 
many things by his preachingto him, that before were 
amiſle ; yer caſt away and fortaken of God. So a very 
caſtaway may goe farre in many things. As fiſt in his 
| may heare the word, he may vnderſtand it, 
aſſent to it,joy init, iſe ſome duties commanded 


Luk.s.1 Js 


I. 


4 


ple wee haucin Herod, who is ſaid to heare Mark.&10, 


have aforrow in his heart for them, he may weepe and 
thed teares for them, yea, hee may promiſe ro amend, 
yea,make ſome ſatisfaction for wrongs done , yet bee 
tarre from (aluation. (be may goc farre in out- 
ward ſhew of an holy life ; bee may bee a iuſtdealer, 
an ordinarie goer to the Church,a good pay-maſter, a 
rcleeuer of the poore,a bountifull houſekeeper : yet in 


the end forallttheſe you may goeto hell. 
A reaſon of this _—_— can 
to farrc in theſe,is, becauſe it him very well to 


make a faire ſhew, for that they bee grounded 
vpon worldly cauſes, that likes him well; as praiſe of 
men,or pleaſure, or profit and gaine : and the diuell 
will be ready to flatter him, perſwading him hee muſt 
need: be ſaued : for that there bee many. that hope of 
{aluation that come ſhort of his eftate. 

Now let vs ſee what vie we are to make of this duty. 
— in a ey on. 

ewes,nor inwar vn 
ceed fromthe ſpirit of ſandtification. And that this 
may bee-the more profitable ro vs, I will handle two 
things : The firſt,©o ſcr ſomedifferences between ſuch 
as may kavethe foure former gifts, yertnot be ſanQifi- 
ed'vnto them. — ſer downe —_— 235 
pI——__ © Can attaine vnto. 
rr. a wears maar dry 

what therein he may pe 
an———O—__y | to a] the commande- 
mb | | injoue 


wo of 
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to all, an obedience toall;he will diſpence with ſome, 
Secondly,you heard how farre he may go in faith : 
Burthe elec goe not only ſo far, bur they goe further, 
which he wanteth,and that is,an affured perſwaſion in 
his heart,thar the promiſes of the Gol do 
to him and that Chriſt died for him ;and hee 
applics him,with allthe benefits of his paſſion to him, 
and to his ſaluation, This is not taſting of Chriſt and 
his merits, butiris ferdingon them, and ſo are nouri- 
ſhed to (aluation. 
Thirdly, you heard how _ may goein re- 
: bur they want the the ——— 
true repentance, &rhey faile, ally in three thi 
The firſt is,in theground of true repentance. The 
,hee cuer lookes vpon the Grmcendonatt> 
ment his finne will bring him voto : but thecleR, hee 
looks cuer tothe loſle of Gods fauour & loue towards 
him : The one lookes himſeclfe diſtreſſed, the 0- 


ther looketh on God 
The ſecond is,they faile in the .Forthe pur- 
and iſe of amendment of the Hypocrire, is 


in his congue,by which he will much : As 
the Prophet laith ; Tow ſaid ——— ——_ 4 ha 


to your Idols and me with your 


dork ſaith of the lraclites inthe 


the like the Prophet D 


Plalmes Yew bow them they ol ms be. att ys 
ay mnt rug rnd 


But they 


_ doſembadwrh bom) the regu Bur the 
Om I C7 
in 


ro hee dothendeuourin his life, neucr tal! 
——— 
| 2 


Reaſon, 


d3s 


A 


yer rdly, 
he may gofatre in repentance: far he may confeſle his 
fianes,he may feeleprickes in his conſcience, hee may 
have aforrow in bis heart for them, he may weepe and 
thed teares for them, yea, hee may promiſe to amend, 
yea,make ſome ſatisfaQion for wrongs done , yet bee 
tarre from laluation. (he may goc farre in out- 
ward (hew of an holy life ; bee may bee a ivſtdealer, 
an ordinarie goer to the Church,a good pay-maſter, a 
rclecuer of the poore,a bountifull houſckeeper : yet in 
the end foralleheſe +4 

A reaſon of this inc, that hypocrites —_ 
to farre in theſe,is, becauſe it pleaſerh him very well tro 
make a faire ſhew, for that viually they bee grounded 
vpon worldly cauſes, that likes him well; as praiſe of 
men,or pleaſure, or profit and gaine : and the diuell 
will be ready to flatter him, per[wading him hee muſt 
need: be faned : for that there bee many. that hope of 
{aluation that come ſhort of his eſtate. 

Now let vs ſee what vie we are to make of this duty. 
rants gens —_——_ 
outward ſhewes,nor inward motions, vnleſſethey pro. 
ceed fromthe ſpirit of ſandification. And that this 
may bee-the more profitable ro vs, I will handle ewo 
things : The firſt go {cr ſomedifferences berween ſuch - 
as may kaue the foure former gifts, yet not be ſanRifi- 

which — _ For the 

no © Can attaine vAto. 
firſt: Grſt, you have heard bow be may be called, and 
what therein he may performe-: but here failes, hee 


— | mr ———___ 


 Theſecond Sermon, (T 
to all, an obedience toall;he will diſpence with ſome. 
,you heard how farre he may go in faith ; 
Burrhe eleQ goe nor only ſo far, but they goe 
which he wantcth,and that is, an affured erfwration in 
his heart,that the promiſes of the Gol} do 
belong to him zand that Chriſt died for him zand hee 
applies him,with allthe benefits of his paſſion to him, 
and to his ſaluation, This is not taſting of Chriſt and 
his merits, but iris ferdingon them, and ſo are nouri- 
ſhed to ſaluarion. 

Thirdly, you heard how ropes ay goein re- 
pentance : but they want the pith and the marrow of 
true repentance, &rhey faile, ly inthree —_ 

The firſt is,in theground of true repentance. T 

,hee cuer lookes vpon the ſhameand puniſh. 
ment his finne will bring him voto : but thecleR, hee 
looks cuerto the loſſe of Gods fauour & loue towards 
him : The one lookes himſelfe diſtreſſed, the o- 


ther looketh on God 
The ſecond is,they faile in the .Forthe pur- 
cand promiſe of amendment of the Hypocrire, is 


in his ron 


gue,by which he will much : As 
the Prophet laith ; Tow ſaid ctinecs 4h 


yet you offer to your dots and me with your 
the like the Prophet Dazid faith of the Iſraclites inthe 


_— aembugmrh bmw ir met nn nr 
=. IRR > C7 
in 


ro hee dothendeuournn his life, neuer tal! 
ic te ike fins which betor he did ie ia. 
| 2 
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The third is, file inthetime. Thetimeof an 
hypocrite is for a fat, likea morning dew. For when 
God remayves his puniſhment trom them, they pre- 
* fently remoue'their on from him : but the 
time of the otheris daily and continueth , yeacucry 
day they make-ir a day of repentance : And as they 
doe renew theirſinnes,ſo doe they. renew their repens. 
tance. 

Fourthly,you heard how farre the hypocrite mighe 
goe in outward ſhew of ſanQtity and holinefle of lite : 
but the ele contents. not himſelfe with outward 
ſhewes ro men; but labours and ſtriaes, that his ſecree 
actions may be as well approued vnto Gad, as his out- 
ward ations with men. And therupon is as fearctull 
to commir{inne in ſecretas openly ; yea,as fearefullto 
commit fiane in his ſecret cloſer;as in the open market 


56 


Nowfollowes the ſecond thing, viz. To ſet you 
downefoure principall ſanRified graces, by the which 
cuery one of vsmay-iudgeof his citate to faluation, 

The firſt is, hee will ſuffer no finne to raigne, and to 
domincere in him; that is,he will not line with delighe 
and willing conſent in anyonelinne whatſocuer, bee it 
neucrſo pleaſurableor profitable ro him. And this is 
commonly.in euery man that is nor regenerate. They 
hauethe ſeed of Gods ſpirit in them, therfore they can 
commitno ſuch finne. They may finne of ignorance, 

,of knowledge,and of preſumprion,bur yer it ſhall 
nodominion over them, they lie _ it, or de- 
lightin it,but trauell,& rake no reſt,til they be at peace 
ot God in their hearts by prayer,and do not giueo- 
uer till they feele aſſurance of pardon. . 


—_ 


The | 


T he ſecond Sermon, 59 


fe 
The ſecond is,an holy combare and : far thee- 
le are partly Belb,andpartly ſpirit, and theſe ewoare 
as oppoliteas light and darkenefſe; till ftriving & figh- 
ting in the regenerare,to getthe viRtorie, I grant there 
isa kind of ſtrifeand combatin the vnregenerate man, 
but that is beeweene the heart and'conſcience, vpon 
the committing ſome grofle finne :-bar the other is be. 
eweene the minde and the minde,the willand the wil, 
the affection and the affections, the regenerate part, a- 
gainſt the varegenerate part, and this daily -_ the 
temptation of any fin, And this is pereciued by their 
carriage, both before the ſingin the rempration of it, it 
the act of ſinning,and after the ſincommirted. Before 
the fin haled and pulled ro it, their will partly vnwil- 
ling,and partly willing,themind partly fer onit, and 
partly ſet againſt-it ; theAffetions part)y liking of it, 
and partly hating it. Now ifthe vnregenerate part get 
the viaory, and they fall into the aRof ſinning, they 
finde a terrour and feare, anda very vnwillingneſſein 
it.SotheaRtbeing commirred /as you heard before) 
they haſten out of it, he gets him into one corner or 0- 
ther,he eries,he weepes, he fighes, hegrones, that hee 
hath offended (a loving a father,cntrearing. God that 
he will aide him by his/pirir,ſoas he never tall into the 
like againe. F: NY 
The third is, that ypon any correQing hand of G 
vpon them, and cuen then when hce punilheth ſore, 


| Wherebyhe ſeemestofrowne vponthem,they can.cun 


Though 


runne to him as toa father. Tr 
mon, Fre father emo. like co a lo- 


2 yea,e- 
hs Gr atinn deer de nes, 
yetſo,as that it is grognded on loue,and 


therfore runs 
cs met. rr So is it with Gods 


chaſtiſe them with hea- 
nr xpet Tongs <a ,yetthey runne to their father 


with this perſwaſion, that though have failed in 
rig wr. 7 rey rates rs fora 
of a father, Contrary to this, the hypocrite and vnre- 

erate man,vnder Gods heauic hand vpon him, or 

is wife,children runs from fleeing 
from him as from a tyrant, and betakes him to his mo- 
ney, friends, (ports, and merrie companions : yea, to | 
witches,coniurers, wizardsfor any valawfull courſe,if 
they baue hope of reliefe. 

4 » -_ is a ioy and delight to meet the Lord 
ia thoſe places, and by thoſe meanes hee doth 
——_ Gods is in all 

yet he is ſaid tobe more in thoſe 


pc her loan prachdgwher thro 
y 


pence of Seripmae Ringing of amen or he lic Tn In- 


deed hypocrites win Ges come to Church, bur itis not 
with joy, end with it is norof conſcienceto 
meet the Lord, to hearken what hee faith ynro' them, 


A ſecond vic heereof Ny 
ſorts of hypoctites,and firſt 


Thoſe 
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$009 reFthey each epecly If they 
in Wwe 2 ally if 
can make a faire ſhew of Jouing nar cher 
of it,though their conſcience e them of ſome (in 
they doe live in,and they can ſay to themſclucs, as Lot 
idby Toar, Otis it not a linle one. But hearken to 
me,thou thatthinkeſt it a ſmall matter to liue in one : I ©**-159- 
tell thee, live and die impenirentin thatone,and it wil 
bethy deſtruQtion. Did not Herod make outward ſhew 
of many things * yet becauſe hee would not leaue that 
one (in of inceſt, God caſt him off, and reieRed him. 1 
tell thee,one hole in a ſhip will in a ſhort rime ſinke the 
whole ſhip. Tell megthou that with thy outward ho-+ 
lineſle _ = viurer, a drunkard, _ le wretch ; 
dareſt drinke but one dram of * ſo one raging 
ſinne will bring thee to hell. 207 
The ſecond fort are thoſe, who having ſinned, arid 
live in ſomeraging (inne, yet if they can now and then 
| tr Yr nr and 
repented in an high b much 
& SSIS 
ES. [4 al in , 
as were Sawuls, Iwdas, Eſaws , or elſe inthe tion 
at the ſermons,zs hypocrites do;bur in their cloſets or 
ia ſecret,they cannot ſhed onereare.l tel thee,deceiue 
not thy (clfe, for teares bee no more ſignes of true re- 
then are words. 
Text. Hewas reiefled. rar ogg ne. 
greeot his puniſhment, whi havin$ 
.|- timeotmercyſo light, be isnow denied, though he v- 
J ſeth meanesro obtaine it. The date is out, the glaſſe is 
| bs ' Whience 
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 Whence weedoelearte, that fuch asby their pro- 
phaneneſle doe wiliully refuſe the offer of Gods mer- 
cy,and In pleaſures and profits betore 
it,may run that all the meanes they can vie ſhal 
neuer obtaine mercy at the hands of God. 1 ſay, as 
there is a time in which the Lord will wooe vs, yea, he 
Hel.ss, (ends bis Miniſters tocntreate vs: yea, hee will chide 
and expoſtulate the matter with vs, why wee will not 
accept of his mercy : ſo there is,and will be a time, that 
after the refuſing of grace,and contemning of mercy 
offered,the Lord will ſhut yp and bolt vp the gate of 
me:cy,ſo ashe-wull nat bee entreated at our handsany 
more. This-i5 prouedo vs by the Prophet Dauid, in 
?ſ:131.7.8, oncolthePlalmes, where hee exhortsthe people, thar 
they will rake and accept, of the time the Lord offers 
them,leſt it come to paſſe by their contempr,and refu- 
ſing the timc of grace,the Lord caſt them off, & reiect 
them. I denie not, but thatin reſpe of ys,til God haue 
manifeſted his wilthere is hope;burin reſpe of Gods 
ſecret deerceghe time of Gods mercy may bee out,C 
ucndyringthislife: therefare when mercy is offered, 
wee mult take heed wee wiltully comemne it nor, leſt 
we prouoke the Lordto be gone, and vrterly rcicR vs. 
One of the fearefulleſt ignes of a caſt away is,to delay 
and put off the Lords gratidus offer of mercy, as wee 
Exod4.9, 10, Teade of Pharavh, who-when Moſes offered himlelfe 
to pray tothe Lord for him, hee pur it off till che next 
morroiv 3-10 hee chat hath t and mercics of 
Sncand akin at dep/andpos them off from his 


tyto , end from 
any 


an vtterrei 
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dodtine on our conſciences,let vs obſerne ſome places 
of Scripture. And firſtlet vs ſce what the Lord faith to 
ſuch as deſpile Wiledomes call, being ot three ſorts : 
The firſt, rhat like fooles content themlelues with ig- 1; 
norance. The ſecond,that ſcoffeat the Lords offer by 3+. 
his ſeruants. The third, which are carried away by their 
owne luſts. Becauſe / bane called, and yee reſuſed; 1 hane PF 
ftretched out mine hand,and none would regard. And then Ver(.h. 
fhall they call vpon me but 1 will not anſwere : they ſhall ſecke 
me earely but they ſhall not finde me. Noting, that as they 
refuſed the time in which he called, {o they ſhould call 
in hope of mercy, but they ſhould not obtaine. The 
like we reade how the Propher Eſay, calling leruſalem 
to repentance, in ſackcloth and aſhes for their fins, ſhee Ears; 
fell to ſporting and feaſting, deſpiſing the Lords meſ(- 
ſage and offer of grace by his Prophet: what came of it? 
you may reade prefently that their contempe com- 
mingrothe Lords eares,he anſweres: Sarely,tha iniqui- yer, 
| my net be parged fromyon till yee die, ſarth the Lord of 
fs. Giving themto vnderſtand, thar ſeeing they fer 
ſ> light by the admonitions of the mo__ , there 
ſhould be left them no time torepent in,till he had de- 
ſtroyed them. 'Bur of all che places of Scripture for 
this purpoſe, let vs ſee whatthe Lord faies to leruſa- 
lem by his Prophet Ezechiel : Becauſe, [arth he, [rrould 
haze purged thee, and thou wail not purged, then ſhals not 
be , ill 1 haze cauſed my wrath to light _ 
Marke this place well, which may terrific our hearts, if 
we carrie not the hearts of Tigers. In whichthe Lord 


, = tothem,butto vs, That when by all 


allurements hee offc rs his fa- 
rn. ar letvs bee ſure of it, 
I | whcn 
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when wee would haue and fauour from hin, 
though we begge it,crie,houle he will denic it vs. Oh 
that thelamentable ſpeQacles of ſomemight bee war- 


nings to v3, who in their life time haue heard the Lord 
by his Miniſters call to them, andentreated them to 
leauc their finnes,chidden them, threatned them ; but 
all in vaine,they haue ſtopped theircares,and hardned 
their hearts. But being come to their bed of death, 
and the time come they muſt this life (I feare 
toa worſe) they haue cried, yeaknocked and 
beaten their heads to the bedpoſts,my ſelfe being wit- 
neſſe : yet could not ſhew any ſigne of receiving one 


drop of comfort from the Lord. nd having born EX» 
honed to EIT m—_ could 
notſay ſo much,as, The Lord haue mer mee. 


And what know wee what our eſtate ſhall bee, if wee 
wearc out the time of mercy © There is a time ſet vs,in 
which we may repent, but being deſpiſed and outrun, 
there isafter no houre to obtaine mercy. And the rea- 
ſons hereofare ſpecially three. 

The firſt taken from God, who becauſe it proceeds 
from his loueto offer , it muſt needs ſtand with 
his iuſtice,to puniſh the iIfull EE it with a 

ll deniall ofmercy 
Theſfecond from SIT 


from itatthefirſt,then when he hath 
of it, And hence is it, the Lord by his Prop 
notre it a thing im , inreſpeR of humane po- 
wer,toleaue thoſe ftinnes which are-cuſtomably com. 


mitted, ſaying, Can the Blackmoore change his chinne, or 1... . _ 


the Leopard hu ſpots ? them may ye alſo dee good that are ac- 
enflomed to 41e enill. Oh beloved, let vs take heed of de- 


ſpifing the Lords louing and kind offer of mercy, leſt 7@at.1z. 


he be angry,and ſo wedoe periſh in his wrath. 


Now let vs cometo the vies of this doQrine. You 77.r. 


cannot denie, but the Lord hath long time offered 
conditions of peace : And that hee hath ſent vs his fer- 
uants eatfly and late to call vs, to entreate vs tobee re- 
conciled to him:he hath ſtood long at the dore knock- 
ing to beletin. Butwhart of all this © hath not cuſtome 
of finne bred ſecurity, and ſecurity impenitency ? ſo 
that it isto be feared the date of Gods mercy is neere 
at an end. How ſhall wetrie this « Lookein the courſe 
ofthe Scriptures, and you ſhall finde it ſo, when the 
Lord hath long continuedthe RE * == mr 
the people little or nothin tbyit. And how 

thisgerrific vs, who hauc — his word in Dn 
hand now theſe go. yeeres *and who ſees not the lit- 
tleorno 
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God make you,or Chriſtredeem you, you know not 
but there are many as blind as beetles. And 3s this is 
too true in city, ſoisit moſt lamentable inthe 
countrey;where you ſhal haue in many places,not one 
of twenty to yeeld a good reaſon why they ſhal not be 
damned, yea,they know po more the right way to ſal- 
uation,nor how they mult be ſaued (it ever they be ſa- 
ued) then the vericſt idiot that euer was borne. And 
to ſay the truth, how can they, when they are content 
to bee lead to hell as a man leadesa dog in a ſtring, ac- 
cording tothe ſaying of our Saviour Chriſt, If zhe bland 
leade the blind,they ſhall both fall imto the dich, 

So for the ſecond point, which is retormation of life: 
I pray you rouze vp your hearts, and examine your 
liucs, what reformation there hath been (thence this 
laſt extremity of froſts, the like I thinke was never 
heard of : hath any of you left your pride, your drun» 
kenneſſe, your whoredome, your viuric,your briberie* 
and God bce witneſſe betweene you and your hearts 
of this. And think you the Lord will continue wooing 
and entreating vs ſtills No, no, If his word cando lir- 
tle good amongſt vs, how can his iudgements profit 
vs? I he Lord in minding to overthrow a people, doth 
commonly ſend before him three arrowes of deſtrui- 
on,famine,plague,and the (word: of two of them our 
land hath of late had her part: And that -) Aro 
not God fooliſhly ;if we marke it, wee ſhall fade our 
Kors 0 9) abigh degree with the ſame (ins, for 

the Lord puniſhed both Iſracl and luda, 

with the former puniſhments. And firſt for 
—_— finoes that did bring it, were ſpe: | 


The 
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The fieſt,raſh fi breaking oftheir oaths. 7x; 
Now it we take a if of our ſtate, wee ſhall ».5a=.u. 
find that becauſe of oathes our land ſhall mourne, for 
the name of God in no age was ſo blaſphemed, either lez93-1% 
in Iſrachor luda, as itis in this finfull land. Wee finde 
that mgny times-they would rent their garments, in 
hearing = name of God blaſphemed, which if wee 
ſhould doe to heare the Lords name ſo rent and torne, 
in the mouthes of prophane men,in ſhops, ale-houſes, 
Taverns, Markets, Fair$,we ſhould neucr have whole 
clothes on our backes, 

The ſecond (inne brought Famine, was oppreſhon ,; 
of the poore. And how guilty we are herein, the crie Amos 8.4.5.1 
of widowes, fatherlefſe,and poore mendo teſtifieyea, 
it theſe ſhould hold their peace, the very ſenſeleſle crea. 
tures witneſle it : againſt whom, timber, ſtones, lands, 
bands,money,doe crie apace for vengeance fr6 God. 

The third finne,isabuſe ofthe good creatures God 3» 
hath ordained for our nouriſhment ; by druokenneſſe, 
glutrony,&c. Yea, how rageth the finne of drunken- 
neſle ia this city, your owne conſciences bee iudge. 
How many wretched men powre the good creatures 
of God downe their throats into their bellicy, as a man 
ſhould powre it into a —_——— their knees, 
(as it were)asking Cods curſevpon them forthe fame. 

And letvs proceed to thenextpuniſhment,namely, 2. _ 
the Plague, which you know inthis city the Ldrd hath Plage. 
of late vifited you withall ; and in very ſhort ſpace, 
the number of forty thouſand: Bur what 


Sn 
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1, The firſt is whoredome and adulterie,of which this ci. 
is horribly infected ; and for which it is no maruel! 

- the Lord continue his ſtriking handamong 


yo "The conv ſecrioffnnc foe defending in 
ſome ing ſinne, ſome pleading for finne; 
buyiog fin ing fin. Oh Lord, who fees not 


our land beſorted in this ! for what ſmall conſcience is 
made of any finne that may bee kept from the eyes of 
men,hauingno reſpeR to the eyes of God ? 

3. The third is ſecurity in finne. - And this cannotbee 
denied amongſt vs, as appeares by our groping after 
our {ins (with the Sodomites) euen then when Gods 
hand is vpon vs. 

4. The fourth is,vaworthie comming to the Lords ta- 
ble,a finne common amongſt vs,and no finne leſſe ac- 

1.C07.113% counted of. Forcome tomany on their death-beds, ' 
ſhall heare them ro conteſle they haue been drun- 
rds, whoremongers, viurers, envious, &c. 
ery noma adn thiſn hath 

ie to yer this fin 

bronghe Goldbendeadmeonetinek 

Sword, And for the third puniſhment, wie.the (word: a pu- 
niſhment long threatned to vs : and of which,long &- 
loperarom er which etcange,comfdaig ou aa 

vs it: : our 
ny doe daily whet the 
Lords gltering (wordto ſtrike vs : and they are ſpeci- 


ally 

"The firſt i 
roared oe 
fanne, me | 6 ind 
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feed withall,that were not the Lord 
ot bale bes hve deatuie Ge Arete ere this 
day. The heads and backes of women, who are as 
proud as their husbands are couetous,cric tothe Lord 
tor reuen 

The Feond i is hollow-heaned repentance. For 
which ſinnethe Prophet Hoſes tels Iſracl : Becauſe in 
their ſhew of repentance, they cried not tothe Lord 
in their hearts, when they houled on their beds, they 
ſhould fall by the ſword. And how bollow- hearted 
our repentance hath been, appeares plainely by the 
want of the reforming of our groſle finnes, that ouer- 
ſpread the land. 

Thethird is, the contempt of Gods Miniſters, as ap- 
peares in the (ccond booke of the Chronicles, where 


a Lord tels Icrufalem : Becauſe fbee did mocke his 


(emgers ,and deſpiſe their admenitions, and withall, mi 
ps Caldeans pom them, 
, nor virgih, ancient or 
yr 0 yantrmpager aur nr hr 
God (ſhould kcepe the fword EE 
are thus entreated: harts, 
phone Avro — ound 
fauour that commit 


& 
it could 


2. 
Hel.7.14.16 


Js. 


* ».Chron. 36, 
10.17. 


6 - T be fecond Sermon. 

Miniſters,we be bated and abuſed: Yea many account 
no bener of vs, but as their drudges to burie the dead, 
to chriſten their ctuldren, and to church their wives, 
( as they tearme it ) yea, arare thing to find one ſound 
fincerc louer of Gods word,and Gods Miniſter. And 


turther,who hues ſo quiet,and at caſe in the miniſtery, 
as thoſe that lead thouſands to hell « Who liucs more 
merrier then he that hath gottentwo or three benefi- 
ces,and dilchargeth none of them © Who lives more 
in the pleaſure otthe world, and bee (o farted vp, that 
theic eycs are ready to (tart out of their heads, «hen 
ſuch as preach by depurirs* and yet theſe carne the 
honour and applauleof the people, when the faithfull 
Miniſter m_ coutle entertainment. And what ſhall 
letthe Lord to execute vengeance vpon vs and to 
Det-344+ make his arrowes drunke withour blox ? Seeſtnot 
theſe things * ſhame will follow thee. Grieueſt thou 
not at it? woe will overtake thee. T he Lord lefus open 
our hearts ro acceptof his offered mercy, and giue vs 
grace to meet him betimes by repenance, leſt his 
wrath breake out on vs like fire, and there bee none to 


quench it, 
6.2. A ſecond vie hence we ſhould make. is for 


of who timeofthe Lords offer, ritl * 
ao Dryer 

forts. ' F > IJ 

- The | 


death : of theſe there are ſpecially two 
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ners that turne to the Lord with all their hearts. Bur 


notto thee. And what finners doth hee bid come to 
him : thoſe that beewearie and heauic laden, that is, 
whole finnes pinch and wound them at the heazt, and 
withall deſire to be caſed of the burthen thereof. Ther- 
fore take nooccalion to of thepromiſcsof the 
vnleſſe thou turne from thy cuill waies, and 
repent of thy finnes,they belong nothing to thee. 
The (ccond (ont are luch,as doe the example 2. Sore. 
of the theefe conucned at the houre of his death, 
ſuming they (hall odethe like mercy, To which 1an- 
ſwere : this was an extraordinaric example : and the 
Lord hath (er out but one, and yet one : but one, that 
nocmmeligeumaby Bacumgie: For what nap 
man will ſpurre his till he (peake,becaulc Baca 
did {0 7 and yetone, that no man ſhould deſpaire, but 
toknow,God is able tocall at the laſt houre. And by 
this he did declare the riches of his mercy to all ſuch as 
have grace to turne vato him. Where contrary we lee 
CITI ny -v naparF 
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him : Theſmich will (mice white the iron is hor, leftic 
e>oleyponhim ; 2nd oheloſe his labour. The Mari- 
ner willnotlet theride prſſe him: The Lawyer will 
take the terme, becauſe he knoweth, it being ended, his 
clients will begone: ſo wee oughtto make every day 
the day of our Terme. Thy very tongue will con- 
demne thee in thy trade, If thou truſt aman with thy 
wares,thou doſt require a bill or bond ; ſaying,all men 
be mortall : but lerthe Preacher exhon thee to accept 
of the reborn" time of rhe Lord,and telFthee thou ars 

andat an houres wwrning fordenth, yer thou 
wilt not beleeue him : but fo leade rhy life, as it thou 
hadſt'it in fee farme. And+ ro thee that calleſt thy 
nejghbours friends-and companions tothe cards, ta- 
bles, bow ing, Oh come, let vs goe paſſe the time 
away : Is rime ſoſlowthatit muſt bedrigen?Trellchee, 


of that time, whereof 
RC In butin hc 


you,and onuerfpend my felfe, IIS... 
['wearie my 
of our Sauiour to his Diſciples : / mult worke the workes A 
of him that ſent mee whilelt iris day the night commer; 
when no man can worke. [1 which he fers vs allan exam- 
_——_ how to redeeme the time wee line in 

eere : and to labour in the duties belonging to our 
calling,andrake cucry op ity of doing good, leſt 
the night come, that is, death ferch them away ;'and 
then they ſhall not (tay CORI—_—_ worke any 
thing they haue left vadone here. Remember the ot- 
ren warning of our Saviour, with this watchword, 
Watch. Inwhich he warnes vs to accept of the rime of 
mercy, and to prepare for the day of account, that ſo 
ary ry Aeris nn er Andhow 
muſt this be © euen by makingour benefit of the time 
of grace, and ſpending it Os TS 
calling God hath called vs vnto: foreuery one hath 
his place, publike or priuate, to God, to his Church, 
and one to another ; and I pronounce to euery one, be 
he Magiſtrate, Miniſter, cither child, ſeruant, husband 
or wife, that hath his time, being in place, 
and ſolouingly offered thee time by the Lord to per- 
forme it ; that if thau be careleſſeand in this 
ry op OY away, 
and (halt not ay one day, one hogge, or one minute 


moe that worke in 
vndone. To conclude, let vs call roremembrance 
theſe foure 
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caenedbernnfet cette and ( 
ny how 6 
Sccondly,confider how many motions of his 
ESD hip, nada; hencoountak, and 

halle ain. 


cord Sint how be hath this day, and 
rms Miniſter offered thee his Maic- 


ſties grati of it: 
or I know, hee will neuer 
mh forongincites tron orl les 
urs rr vr wht 
,confider,that as the Lord hath giuen thee 
theethy fenſes,thy wits, thy 
others of ; and may 
thou knoweſt, becauſe thou 
of them, for his glory, or for 


Let vs pray fera this we 
96.4 > oy 
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